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According-  to  the  best  informution  that  can  be  obtcaned,  that 
tract  of  lond  inchided  in  what  is  now  called  S..onehani,  v/as 
first  settled  aboiU  the  year  1645.    In  the  year  1640,  four 
brothers,  by  the  name  of  Holden,  came  over  to  this  country 
from  the  county  of  SulTolk,  in  Enniand.    The  fifiLi  and 
youngest  broiher  of  the  family  remained  in  his  native  Inrid. 
Three  of  the  names  of  tliose  who  came  to  this  country  were 
Richard,  Oliverj  and  Justinian.    Oliver  took  up  a  perma- 
nent residence  in  the  vicinity  of  what  is  now  Charlestov/ii 
Square.    Many  of  liis  descendants  are  still  Jivinc:  in  iliat 
place.    Justinian  not  being  able  to  procure  land  to  his  iikinqf, 
finally  lemoved  to  v;hat  is  now  the  tov/n  of  Westminster,  at 
the  northern  part  of  Worcester  County.    Pie  took  possession 
of  that  tov/nship,  and  lived  there  the  remainder  of  his  days. 
After  his  decease,  a  monument  was  erected  to  perpetuate  hi.s 
memory,  and  also  st-ai;:^;  the  facts  ccnnected  with  his  settle- 
ment in  that  township.    His  descendants  still  remain  there, 
and  arc  among  the  Uiost  wealthy  and  inluiential  members  of 
society.    The  fourth  brot!i(jr  (whose  name  is  not  knov/n)  re- 
moved to  the  State  of  Cormecticut,  an.d  nothing-  further  is 
knovrn  v.iih  regard  to  him.    It  will  be  remembered  that  this 
town  was  at  that  lin.e.  (and  indeed  till  the  year  of  its  incor- 
poration, wiiich  xs'ns  17:2-5, )  a  part  of  Charlestown.  Kii-hard 
it  seciri'^  concluded  tc  remove  to  the  nojtherly  part  of  the 
lov.M.    The  house  which  it  is  said  lie  built  and  lived  in, 
ivtnod  from  25  to  30  rn  h:  f.-ouduve.st  Iron'i  where  the  house  of 
Kathan  ]]ackr.am  :;o\v-  s!\!mI3,  at  ihe  soi?lhwest  part  of  th? 
town,    h'lo  n  Ri!:;  ar.l  lini.h'n  it  ari^^-T-irs  all  (in  this  imme- 
diate vicini:;;     f  th.at  r...tm-^     -  ■  ndt.!.    Richard  Holden'? 
first  child  (V.        in:.i  ■  v  v.  :hu,\<  }.)  w;..5  born  in  the  year 
1G19.    A.-- a  ilo':..le.)  i-cv      -v.  •  ;n  v.ii-:  tjwn,  is  a  descen- 
dant of  Ri..;.Tiv.,  r \  >•■.-;,.-.,  ^- Asa  Holden'6 
grand-father  be *xi,;;;:  a  ^rrarid  son  ol  ^i:r[u^^^.    I  had  an  ancteut 
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stone  in  the  burying  yard  with  the  following  inscription  ; 
"  Here  lies  buried  ye  Body  of  Mrs.  Anna  Holden,  v/ife  of 
Samuel  Holden,  who  departed  this  life  June  ISih,  1731, 
'aged  72  years."  This  was  evidently  the  wife  of  Richard's 
first  son.  According  to  the  date  of  her  death,  she  ^vas  born 
in  the  year  16-59.  As  I  have  before  stated,  when  the  four 
brothers  came  to  this  country,  which  reason  was  that  they 
might  enjoy  their  religious  sentiments  unmolested,  that  the 
youngest  brother  remained  in  his  native  land.  1  am  told 
that  the  Holden  family  w^ere  heirs  to  the  estate  of  a  rich 
lord,  who  was  a  bachelor.  A  fter  the  decease  of  tin's  rich  lord, 
the  remaining  brother  took  the  property  which  they  inherited, 
and  with  his  family  removed  to  this  country,  in  1646.  He 
purchased  a  large  tract  of  land  and  settled  in  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island.  He  made  every  effort  possible  (as  has  been 
dnce  ascertained)  to  find  his  brothers  and  give  them  their  sev- 
eral portions,  but  all  his  efforts  proved  unavailing,  and  all  his 
hopes  of  enjoying  his  new  home  and  religious  privileges, 
were  soon  blasted.  In  a  few  short  months  he  sickened  and 
died.  All  hopes  of  finding  his  brothers  being  given  up,  the 
disconsolate  widow  sold  his  estate,  took  all  the  property  in  her 
possession,  (which  was  no  doubt  a  very  handsome  sum,)  and 
returned  back  to  old  England.  !Mr.  George  Piper,  who  lived 
in  tov/n  a  few  years  since,  (an  Englishman  by  birth,)  stated 
that  he  was  knowing  to  a  large  sum  of  money  being  deposited 
in  a  certain  place  near  London  or  Liverpool,  by  the  name  of 
the  Holden  fund,  which  gives  us  reason  to  suppose  that  this 
w^as  the  very  legacy  left  to  this  family;  but  which,  if  not 
called  for  after  a  certain  length  of  time,  would  be  appropriated 
by  government,  as  they  saw  best. 

Some  persons  have  supposed  that  the  tlrst  person  that  took 
up  a  residence  in  town,  was  a  Scotchman  named  Hay,  but  if 
the  record  kept  by  Asa  Holden  be  correct,  whicli  1  cannot 
doubt,  as  ho  has  the  date  of  births  down  to  himself,  then  it 
is  certain  that  Holden  was  here  previously.  Hay  was  the 
first  at  the  centre  of  the  town.  The  circumstances  of  Hay's 
coming  to  this  country  were  as  follows:  he  was  bound  out 
PS  an  apprentice  in  the  city  of  Edir.liirgh,  Scotland,  but  being 
dissatisfed  wiih  his  situation,  he  resolved  on  leaving  his 
master.  He  accordingly  took  passage  for  this  country  on 
board  a  vessel  bound  for  Saiem.    On  arriving  at  Salem,  being: 
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unable  to  pay  his  passage,  which  must  have  been  consider- 
able at  that  time,  the  Captain  of  the  vessel  sold  oi  bound  him 
out  to  a  man  iu  Lynnfield,  to  work  till  he  sliould  pay  his  pas- 
sage, which  was  soniethinrr  like  six  or  seven  years.  After 
serving  out  his  time  he  concluded  to  ccme  into  this  vicinity 
and  settle  dou-n.  He  commenced  liis  fir=-t  labours  by  clearing 
up  the  ground  about  what  is  now  called  Cobble  Hill.  It  is 
stcited  that  he  came  over  from  Lynnfield  with  his  axe  and  gun, 
stopping  for  a  few  days  only  at  a  time,  and  lodging  in  a  build- 
ing, or  hut  which  stood  on  or  near  the  spot  v/here  the  house 
of  Eeuben  Locke,  Jr.  now  stands.  It  appears  that  lie  stood 
somev.'hat  in  fear  of  the  Indians,  although  he  purchased  his 
land  of  them,  at  the  rate  of  two  coppers  per  acre. 

I  shall  now  give  an  account  of  the  ancient  buildings, 
together  with  some  incidents  connected  v;iih  the  inhabitants 
who  dwelt  in  them.    Richard  Ilolden  it  will  be  remembered 
located   himself  a  short  distance  southv;est  from  Nathan 
}3ucknam's.    About  twenty  rods  southv/est  from  his  house, 
another  house  stood  for  several  years  occupied  by  a  family 
named  Howe.    About  15  rods  west  from  Nathan  Bucknam's, 
a  house  formerly  stood  owned  by  Samuel  Holdcn.    In  this 
house  Asa  Holdcn,  now  living,  was  born.    It  is  but  a  few 
years  since  ihi?.  house  was  lalcen  down.    On  the  southwest 
side  of  Bear  Hill,  a  house  stood  many  years  since,  owned  by 
a  man  named  Spring.    The  land  in  that  vicinity  still  retains 
that  name.    A  little  further  to  the  north  or  northwest  tliere 
stood  a  building,  as  a  cellar  hole  at  present  shews.  V/ho 
lived  in  it,  or  when  it  was  inhabited  is  not  at  present  known. 
Still  farther  to  the  norih  a  building  stood  occupied  by  a  man 
named  ParK'or.    This  house  was  at  length  rcm.oved  to  the 
southeast  part  of  the  town,  was  repaired,  and  occupied  by 
Thomas  Vinton,  during  his  life  time.    At  the  present  tim.e 
occnjued  by  Keubcu  Waitt.    About  J  00  rods  rorihwcst  from 
Nathan  Biicknam'^.  a  house  stood  many  years  ago,  occupied 
by  a  man  named  Hrd'cv.  who  married  one  of  Richard  Hol- 
deu's  daugliii.'i^;.    AvMnony  Hadiey,  who  died  several  years 
since,  at  an  adviiuced  ai:  ,',  i^  said  to  have  been  a  member  of 
that  family.    It  may  he  wcii  to  state  the  circumstances  con- 
nected wiih  ihe  >rA\\i  :f;,::'i  o;  \\\c  h/st  person  by  the  name  of 
Had  Icy  in  this  to'v;<..    a  fiim  by  tlic  riaine  of  Uouid,  living 
at  or  ut:ii'  the  j'laor:  ^  -r.ere  riiomas  Gould  now  lives,  on  a 
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certain  morning"  during  the  first  settlement  of  the  town,  while 
at  his  barn  at  a  very  early  hour,  a  man  "approached  him,  siark 
naked,  told  him  he  came  over  to  this  country  on  board  a  war 
ship.  The  nif^ht  previous  he  had  deserted  from  the  ship,  and 
being  fearful  that  his  clothes  mif^ht  retard  his  escape,  or  the 
procurinr-;  of  them  cause  f^•ome  alarm,  he  left  the  vessel  in  a 
state  of  nudity.  He  also  stated  to  Gould  that  if  he  v/ould. 
provide  him  with  clothes,  and  afiord  him  means  for  keepinc^ 
himself  secreted  till  after  the  vessel  left  Boston,  he  would 
work  for  hirr.  a  t-ulTicient  leno'th  of  time  lo  salisty  him  for  all 
the  trouble  ho  mig^htbe  at.  The  proposal  was  a^Teed  to,  and 
by  this  means  Hadley  took  up  his  abode  in  this  town,  and 
from  him  all  of  that  name  now  livinc-  in  town  descended. 

Eichard  L'oiden's  farm  originally  included  the  land  owned 
by  Spring,  Parker,  Howe,  and  Hadley,  before  mentioned. 
It  took  in  the  land  of  Jesse  Dike;  it  also  took  in  the  Hiil 
farm,  (the  house  standing-  on  said  farm  is  at  present  occupied 
by  A.  C.  Butterfield  and  Benjamin  Wheeler,  and  is  owned 
/  by  Warren  Sweotser,)  and  the  two  farms  of  I\Iessrs.  Chamber- 
lain and  IlagE^ett,  situated  in  Woburn. 

The  house  of  Jesse  Dike  is  said  to  have  been  built  by  a 
man  named  Hadley.  It  was  afterwards  occupied  by  the 
father  of  Capt.  James  Steele.  A  few  rods  north vrest  from 
said  Dike's  house,  there  formerly  stood  a  bnildinc^  owned  by 
a  Mr.  Knight,  a  tailor  by  trade.  Richard  Holder's  land  is 
supposed  to  have  extended  as  far  north  as  wherr  the  saw  mill 
owned  by  David  H.  Burnharn,  now  stands.  On  this  v.'ater 
privilege  there  formerly  stood  a  grist  mill.  1  am  told  that  a 
deserter  from  some  war  vessel,  had  secreted  himself  under 
the  floor  of  this  mill.  The  British  soldiers,  who  were  sent 
to  take  him  entered  the  mill.  It  seems  they  wero  pretty  well 
satisfied  that  he  was  there  concealed.  They  wnikod  the  floor, 
stamped,  being  enraged  no  doubt,  while  he  was  protected 
from  their  vengeance  by  only  the  thickupss  of  the  board  or 
plank  of  which  the  floor  was  made.  Ht;  hov\-evor  providen- 
tially eluded  their  grasp.  A  house  stood  near  the  mill  occu- 
pied for  many  years  by  a  man  named  Gould.  An  old  tire- 
place  v/as  du^r  up  therp.  a  few  years  since,  while  preparations 
v/cre  nsaking  for  \hc  laying  of  a  walk 

At  the  north  of  this,  the  Scoiciiman  Hay  is  said  to  havo 
been  owner  of  the  lands.    He  probably  owned  as  far  north  as. 
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where  the  schoolhouse  in  District  No.  1  now  stands.  At  the 
north  of  Scotchman  Hay's  a  man  named  Gerry,  owned  the 
lands.  The  circumstances  of  his  coming  to  this  countiy  are 
as  follows.  He  came  over  in  a  Man  of  War,  aclinsf  in  the 
capacity  of  a  boatswain.  At  Boston,  he  fell  in  company  with 
Hay,  came  out  and  surveyed  the  land  ;  being  plcas^ed  with 
the  prospect  of  taking  up  his  residence  here,  he  returned  to 
Boston,  got  permission  to  return  here  and  live,  with  the  prom- 
ise that  if  ever  called  for  to  go  on  an  e-^pedition  against  the 
enemy,  (the  French,) he  must  go.  To  this  Gerry  consented. 
The  house  in  which  he  lived  stood  a  few  rods  north  from  the 
house  of  Benjamin  Gerry.  He  becam.e  acquainted  vviih  a 
young  lady  in  Boston,  whom  he  married  and  brought  to  this 
place.  Gerry  is  said  to  have  been  a  man  of  great  courage. 
The  following  incident  will  prove  it  to  be  the  fact.  At  that 
time  this  country  was  inhabited  to  a  considerable  extent  by 
wolves.  On  a  ceruiin  day,  Gerry  was  out  either  for  labor  or 
business.  He  called  upon  a  family,  living  upon  or  near 
where  the  Almshouse  now  stands,  about  dusk.  It  was 
thought  rather  dani^crous  for  him  to  return  home;  hov/e^^er, 
having  an  axe  with  him,  he  proceeded  homeward,  but  before 
proceeding  far,  he  came  in  contact  with  a  number  of  wolves. 
He  braced  himself  against  a  large  tree  and  pitched  battle  with 
his  antagonists,  the  neighbors  heard  the  conlTict,  notwith- 
standing he  was  left  to  conquer  or  die.  He  conquered,  and 
returned  home.  In  the  morning  he  went  to  the  place  where 
he  fought,  and  there  found  that  he  had  killed  no  less  than 
four  wolves,  tiie  fifth  had  v/alked  olf,  leaving  blood  to  show 
that  he  had  also  been  -wounded.  The  bounty  on  wolves  was 
at  that  time  about  £-1  each,  Gerry  remained  here  for  many 
years,  but  was  called  upon  to  fulfil  his  engagements,  made 
previously  tu  settling  here.  He  left  his  wifu  and  children, 
never  to  return  ;  as  it  is  said  lie  fell  during  an  enga2:ement 
with  a  foreign  enemy.  He  luid  several  sons.  One  sciiled  in 
this  town,  another  went  to  Harvard,  and  another  to  ^.larble- 
head.  Klbrid-ro  Gerry,  formerly  Governor  of  this  State, 
and  Vi^f'  i^'.ndent  utjdor  i\lr.  Madison's  administration,  is 
said  to  ii  ive  been  a  men;ber  of  this  iamily; 

Tfie  lif  J5t'  iiov  G\v!:jd  wnA  occupied  by  Gapt.  Rufus  K?ch- 
ardsoo,  was  buii'.  many  year^  a:ro,  and  formerly  owned  by  a 
man  /lanied  A\  Hey  ;   aiier'^vards  occupied  by  the  father  of 
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Berijamin  Gerry.    The  house  owned  by  Elijah  Richavdi«oM 
Avas  formerly  known  as  the  Ivlatthews  place.    It  is  th>3ught 
to  have  been  built  about  70  years  since.   An  ancient  building 
fornierly  stood  a  few  rods  to  the  northeast  of  this  ;  and  for 
a  considerable  length  of  time  was  supposed  to  be  haunted. 
A  family  lived  there  at  that  lime.    At  the  season  of  hiirvest- 
ing  a  quantity  of  pumpkins  were  carried  into  the  garret ;  one 
evening  while  the  father  was  absent,  and  the  mother  with  the 
children  and  other  members  of  the  family  sat  by  the  fireside, 
a  noise  was  hoard  ;  so;ncthing  appeared  to  be  coming  down 
stairs.    It  came  stamp,  stamp,  down  the  garret  stairs  ;  it  then 
came  to  the  entry  stairs,  which  led  to  the  lower  door,  and 
with  increased  force,  came  pound,  pound,  into  ihe  entry  be- 
low.   There  the  noise  ceased.    The  aflrighied  family  wailed 
with  great  anxiety  for  the  return  of  the  husband  and  fatljer. 
When  he  Tcturnecl  the  news  was  communicated  to  him.  He 
repaired  to  the  entry  when  on  opening  the  door  a  good  lusty 
pumpkin  was  reposing  on  the  lloor.    Whether  the  house 
was  ever  afterwards  haunted,  is  not  known.    The  house  of 
Oliver  Richardson  has  also  been  built  for  70  or  50  years.  A 
few  rods  to  the  northeast  there  formerly  stood  an  ancient 
building  occupied  by  the  father  of  Oliver  Richardson,  1  am 
told  he  kept  bachelors'  hall  for  many  years.    Something  like 
70  or  80  rods  northeast  from  this,  a  cellar  hole  siiews  that  a 
building  once  stood  there  ;  and  still  further  to  the  north,  on 
the  north  side  of  the  road,  leading  from  the  house  of  Caleb 
Wiley,  to  Mr.  Leathe's  in  Wohiirn,  there  stood  an  ancient 
buildmg  called  the  old  Farm  House.    For  some  lengih  of 
time  a  negro  named  Simon  Barjana,  lived  in  the  house.  He 
was  a  shoemaker  by  trade,  and  ^Ir.  Elijah  Lealhe,  who  vras  a 
neighbor  to  him,  sometimes  employed  liim  to  make  "shoes  for 
him.    On  one  occasion  Mr.  Leathe  purchased  a  side  of  up- 
per leather  and  also  a  side  of  sole  leather ;  he  carried  them 
to  Simon,  requesting  him  to  make  hin\  a  pair  of  shoes.  The 
shoes  were  made  to  order.    Mr.  Leaihe  did  not  take  home 
his  leather  with  him,  but  left  it  till  he  should  want  another 
pair  of  shoes  made.    When  his  family  were  again  in  A^■ant 
of  more  shoes,  he  repaired  to  Simon,  toM  him  he  wished  for 
a  pair,  stating  the  size  cV:c.    Simon  immediately  replied  that 
he  had  no  ludder.    No  leather,  says  },Ir-  Leathe,  why  did  I 
not  leave  leatiier  with  you.    Simon  immediately  replied,  0 


yeSj  massa  Le9tb.e,but  ladder  no  hold  out.  The  fuel  was  he 
had  shod  iiis  cliildren  from  time  to  time  as  they  needed;  to  be 
sure  the  ladder  had  held  out  pretty  v.'cU  for  Simon,  but  it 
fell  short  indeed  a?,  far  as  r\Ir.  Leathe  was  concerned.  Simon 
had  several  children;  I  see  the  record  of  three  baptized  by 
Rev.  Mr.  Carnes,  second  minister  in  this  town,  viz:  Abigail, 
Hannah,  and  Isaiah.  His  wife's  name  was  Hannah.  She 
was  frequently  called  old  Hannah  Qut.  She  is  said  to  have 
been  part  Mulatto  and  part  Indian  blood.  Simon  was  purely 
Negro,  I  believe  ;  though  it  is  stated  that  his  wife  said  on  a 
certain  occasion  that  he  was  notliin^:  but  a  brown  Englishman. 

The  house  occupied  by  Caleb  Wiley,  has  been  built  for 
many  years.  An  ancient  building  formerly  stood  a  short  dis- 
tance to  the  northeast,  occupied  by  a  family,  said  to  have  been 
murdered  by  the  Indians.  The  inhabitants  were  alarmed  im- 
mediately after  the  murder,  and  repaired  to  the  house;  being 
armed,  they  proceeded  in  search  of 'the  murderers;  about 
l-3d  of  a  mile  west  from  the  house  of  Caleb  Wiley,  thev  dis- 
covered an  Indian  near  a  rock;  they  fired  upon  and  killed 
him ;  they  also  found  seven  packs  near  him,  from  which  cir- 
cumstance it  is  supposed  that  six  more  were  in  company 
with  him.  An  old  building  formerly  stood  a  few  rods  east  of 
the  house  now  own.ed  and  occupied  by  Widow  Mirandi  Kich- 
ardson.  The  year  when  it  was  built  is  not  known.  An  an- 
cient building  also  stood  on  tlie  spot  where  the  house  of 
Ephraim  Pierce  now  stands.  In  this  building  the  father  of 
Mr.  Pierce  lived  many  years.  The  moiher  of  ]\rr.  Pierce  it 
w\\\  be  remcnibered  was  formerly  the  wife  of  i\Ir.  Ashael 
Porter,  of  Woburn.  ]\Ir.  Porter  lived  in  Woburn.  On  the 
morning  of  the  ever  memorable  JOih  of  April,  1775,  he  was 
desired  by  a  neighbor,  .Tosiah  Kichardson,  to  proceed  with  him 
tov.'ards  Lexin£;ton,  (about  3  o'clock,  A.  Somewhere  on 

the  way  they  discovered  some  }>iiti-^h  Ixcgulars.  Porter  and 
Eichardson  \\ere  also  seen  by  tli<'  Regulars,  and  were  taken 
by  them.  I'iichardson  reque.^ted  permission  to  return,  and 
was  tou!  by  ihe  individual  to  to  another  person,  who  would 
no  do'.ibt  give  bitn  a  rob^iise  ;  b;;l  in  ca'^e  the  second  person  he 
went  to  told  hi'ii  to  run  lie  wa?  by  the  first  ordered  not  to  run  ; 
being  iniuiraed  'hat  ii  he  did  run  he  would  be  shot.  Kich- 
ardson  did  as  Iw^  ^v;i:<  told  to  do  ;  ond  though  ho  Vvas  told  to 
run,  he  wall.od  awiiy,  and  was  not  injured.    The  reason  why 
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he  was  ordered  to  run  was  this  :  that  the  guard  wi^hi  think 
him  a  de?erter>  n.nd  taercby,  in  the  dischar^^e  of  their  duty, 
shoot  him.  IMr.  Porter  not  beiDg-  apprised  of  their  artifice  in 
tf  lling  him  to  run,  got  permission  in  the  same  way  of  Kich- 
ardson.  Having  liberty  to  go,  he  set  out  upon  the  run; — on 
getting  over  a  wall  a  short  distance  off,  he  vras  fired  upon  and 
received  his  death  wound.  His  bones  now  lie  in  I^exington, 
with  the  seven  who  fell  on  that  morning,  while  defending  their 
rights  as  freemen. 

The  old  building  now  owned  by  Elias  P.  Bryant,  and  oc- 
cupied by  Phineas  Green,  was  formerly  owned  by  Nathan 
Simonds.  "When  it  was  built  is  not  at  present  known.  The 
old  building  which  stood  something  like  CO  rods  south  from 
Benjamin  Gerry's,  was  occupied  for  many  yearc  by  David 
Gerry.    It  was  burnt  down  about  12  years  since. 

On  the  top  of  Farm  Hill,  at  the  north^ve?t  cornev  of  the 
land  now  owned  and  improved  by  B.  F.  Richardson  and  B. 
F.  Fay,  ihere  stood  a  building  many  years  ago,  occupied  by 
a  man  named  Grover  ScoUey.  A  rock  near  that  placf.,  is  at 
present  called  Scolley's  rock  ;  from  the  fact,  it  is  said',  of  Scol- 
iey's  being  in  tlie  habit  of  going  out  early  in  the  mrrning  and 
sitting  upon  it,  whether  for  the  purpose  of  mediiaiii.M^  or  to 
view*  the  surrounding  scenery,  1  cannot  tell. 

The  building  which  goes  by  the  name  of  tlie  Old  Office, 
has  been  standing  for  a  great  number  of  year?.  How  it  re- 
ceived its  present  name  is  not  known  ;  but  if  the  receiving 
and  drinking  of  rum  within  its  walls,  in  by-gone  days,  could 
give  it  this  title,  it  has  surely,  with  great  propriety,  bfcn  con- 
ferred upon  it.  The  house  in  which  Capt.  David  Hay  kept 
tavern  for  many  years,  and  also  his  successor,  David  H. 
Burnham,  is  one  of  the  oldest  buildings  in  town.  Cant.  Hay 
for  many  years  liad  a  negro  servant  named  Daniel  Kingitone. 
When  slavery  v.as  abolished  in  this  State,  Kingstoiie  was  set 
at  liberty;  with  the  rest  ;  but  unlike  t-:ome  of  his  southern 
brethren,  who  tolie  their  liberty  with  )ut  permission,  he  chose 
to  ■-■pond  the  remnant  of  his  davs  with  his  old  master.  The 
house  now  occnpicil  by  Jolin  Wheeler, -and  ov/ned  hv  Dea. 
P';^v'(l.  ii  }N.ch'\i-d^on,  wa--;  huilt  about  the  year  177G,  by  },h. 
'y\.^^yA'\.^  Fo>di-'h',  of  Cii.'irh  .jo\vn.  The  house  occupied  by 
the  widov/  of  the  late  Capt.  Jonathan  Hay,  was  built  in  the 
year  17:i-5.    The  bricks  used  ia  building  this  house  were 
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drawn  over  the  eastern  ridge  of  Farm  Hill,  as  a  road  led  that 
way  previous  to  the  building  of  the  turnpike  which  was  about 
38  years'since.  In  the  house  before  spoken  of  the  old  Scotch- 
man Hay,  breathed  his  last.  The  building  he  lived  in  pre- 
vious to  this  stood  a  few  rods  to  the  sou'h.  He  died  in  174S, 
being  in  the  01st  year  of  his  age. 

During  his  life  time  he  is  said  to  have  married  no  less  than 
five  wives.  At  the  last  marriage  ceremony,  (which  took  place 
after  he  was  seventy  years  old)  lie  is  said  to  have  displayed  his 
youthful  buoyancy,  by  dancing  on  the  occasion.  About  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  east  from  the  house  of  Widow  Hay,  on  the 
road  leading  to  South  Heading,  a  house  once  stood,  occupied 
by  a  man  named  Damon,  who  was  a  blacksmith,  and  shovel 
maker  by  trade.  The  house  occupied  by  Walter  Biaisdell, 
{known  as  the  Hay  Place,)  has  been  built  about  3S  years. 
The  building  owned  by  the  town,  and  used  as  an  ahnshouse, 
has  been  standincf  for  a  gi'cat  number  of  years  ;  it  was  for- 
merly owned  by  Mr.  John  Cutler.  i\Irs.  Cutler,  who  outlived 
her  husband  by  several  years,  bequeathed  to  the  church  the 
sum  of  SlOO,  the  interest  only  to  be  spent  annually  for  the 
benefit  of  the  needy  members  of  the  Church.  The  house  of 
John  Jenkins,  is  an  ancient  building  and  probably  has  stood 
for  more  than  a  hundred  years. 

The  house  of  the  late  Daniel  Gould,  Esq.  has  been  built 
for  many  years  ;  though  from  its  external  nppcarance,  havi^ig 
been  many  times  repaired  one  would  snppo-e  that  it  was  not 
of  long  standing.  An  old  buihling  formerly  stood  v;here  the 
house  of  Capt.  Buck  now  stands,  knou-n  as  the  Bryant  Place. 
Mr.  William  Bryant  states  that  for  three  or  four  generations, 
back  from  his  father,  one  or  more  of  the  family  were  black- 
smiths and  shovel  makers  by  trade. 

Two  Scotchmen  formerly  lived  in  that  section  of  the  town, 
named  Dunton,  and  Ingerson.  Dunton  was  a  trumpet'.'r.  and 
belonged  to  the  troop  company  then  in  this  vicinity,  lie  is 
said  to  liave  adopted  the  practice  on  certain  occasions,  (\vhen 
the  Indians  were  committinix  tlicir  depredations  in  the  neiijh- 
borhood)  of  putting  liis  trump.-t  out  at  one  of  the  windows  of 
his  house  and  pl'i.vi)i?,  in  order  to  alarm  them.  A  house 
stood,  during  liio  iir:t  year  of  the  settlri^^ent  of  the  town,  on 
the  spot  where  the  house  of  the  late  D.niel  Gould,  Esq.  now 
stands.    In  this  liouse  one  of  his  ancestors  lived  by  liie  same 
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name,  Daniel  Gould.  He  held  the  ofTice'of  cornet  in  the 
troop  company,  amounting  to  about  the  same  as  tliatof  ensign 
in  a  militia  company.  On  a  certain  morning,  v/ishing  to  call 
the  members  of  the  compan}'  lo^^ether,  for  the  purpose  of  going 
to  capture  and  destroy  some  Indians,  if  possible,  lie  discharged 
the  contents  of  a  pistol  into  the  upper  part  of  his  house,  a 
wad  it  is  supposed  set  the  building  on  lire  and  reduced  it  to 
ashes.  Several  individuals  at  that  period  lived  in  the  north- 
east section  of  the  town  denominated  squatters.  This  name 
has  particular  r':ference  to  those  individuals  who  in  the  early 
history  of  this  country  were  in  the  habit  of  clearing  up  a 
small  patch  of  ground  where  it  should  convene  them.  Some- 
times they  would  remain,  purchase  the  land,  and  also  buy 
several  acres  adjoining.  But  they  were  generally  under  the 
necessity  of  soon  leaving  their  temporary  abodes.  In  a  south- 
erly direction  from  the  house  of  Israel  Newell,  there  was 
formerly  a  tan  yard,  some  rem.ains  of  which  may  be  seen  at 
the  present  day.  The  house  of  Daniel  Green,  is  one  of  the 
oldest  buildings  in  town.  This  was  formerly  called  the 
Souther  place. 

I  find  a  record  made  by  Kcv.  James  Osgood,  first  minister 
of  this  town,  of  a  church  n^ceting  being  held  at  the  house  of 
Mr.  Souther,  Nov.  2d,  1731.  The  house  now  owned  by  the 
Misses  Nevv'hall,  was  occupied  by  Kcv.  Mr.  Osgood  ;  when 
it  was  built  I  am  unable  to  say.  An  ancient  building  for- 
merly stood  a  few  rods  east  from  the  house  of  Wm.  A.  Kowe, 
and  was  taken  down  by  him  in  Uie  year  1812.  Still  farther 
to  the  east,  he  states,  a  building  once  stood.  This  part  of  the 
town  was  settled  at  an  early  period.  Mr.  Rowc  states  that 
he  found  but  a  few  years  since,  a  living  spring  of  water — 
with  a  tub  in  it;  none  of  the  inhabitants  kncAV  any  thing 
with  regard  to  it.  The  tub  wus  about  four  feet  from  the  sur- 
face of  the  ground,  and  was  ibund  in  ground  previously  sup- 
posed to  be  dc5;tiiute  of  springs. 

An  ancient  building  also  stood  where  the  house  of  Reuben 
Locke  now  stands,  which  was  taken  dov/n  about  the  year 
1820.  This  house  and  that  of  ^Ir.  Jenkins  were  both  built 
in  one  year.  About  fifty  rods  north  Icoin  Mr.  Locke's  a  house 
formerly  stood,  on  \vhai  i:-  j-ov/  called  Spring  Hill.  The 
name  of  ilic  man  who  lived  there,  is  said  to  have  been  Kioby. 
An  excellent  spring  of  \yatcr  on  the  north  side  of  the  hill  in 
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tp.lled  Kibby  spring.    The  house  of  .the  ]ate  Capt.  Daniel 
Green  was  built  about  sixty  years  since.    An  ancient  building 
is  said  to  have  stood  a  few  rods  farther  to  the  east,  in  which 
Elder  Daniel  Green  lived  the  lasi  part  of  his  life  lime.  He 
was  elected  Elder  of  the  Church  about  the  time  of  the  settle- 
ment of  tiie  Kev.  jMr.  Carnes,  which  took  place  in  the  year 
1746.    Eider  Green  formerly  lived  in  a  building  which  stood 
a  short  distance  southwest  from  the  house  of  Joseph  Vinton. 
This  building  or  one  standing  not  far  from  it,  was  called  the 
Wilson  House,  and  was  afterwards  moved  and  placed  upon  a 
cellar  a  few  rods  south  or  southeast  from  the  house  of  E.  H. 
Stevens;  it  was  taken  down  by  ]\[ajor  Jesse  Green  something 
like  30  years  since.    The  house  of  Joseph  Vinton  has  been 
built  about  50  years.    The  building  formerly  standing  on  this 
spot  was  destroyed  by  fire.    The  house  of  Doct.  Levi  Gould 
has  been  built  for  several  years.    The  building  first  occupied  by 
the  Vintons,  stood  near  this.    The  house  of  John  and  \Villiam 
Green  has  been  built  about  forty  years.    Previous  to  the 
building  of  this,  an  ancient  building  stood  about  30  rods  to  the 
northwest,  used  as  a  garrison,  at  the  time  of  the  conquest  be- 
tween the  first  settlers  and  the  Indians.    The  house  occupied 
by  the  widow  of  the  late  Jonathan  Green  is  supposed  to  have 
been  built  about  the  year  1700.    Jonathan  Green,  who  lived 
in  this  house  was  one  of  the  first  settlers.    When  he  first 
moved  into  this  house  he  used  the  east  part  of  it  for  a  stable. 
This  man,  woman,  child  and  horse,  all  lodged  under  the  same 
roof.    Green  was  also  a  member  of  the  troop  company^  and 
often  went  to  Groton  and  vicinity,  as  that  was  a  great  place 
for  the  destruction  of  the  Indians  by  the  early  settlers.  The 
house  now  occupied  by  Widow  Johnson  has  stood  for  a  great 
number  of  years.    Also  the  house  occupied  by  I\Ir.  Holt. 
This  was  formerly  owned  by  Mr.  Thomas  Green,  previous 
to  that  by  a  .Air.  Knight.    In  this  house  a  negro  named  Calo* 
died  many  years  ago.    Cato  was  the  son  of  Simon  a  negro 
servant  of  Dea.  G  reen.    1  am  told  tiiat  for  some  years  before  his 
death,  he  lived  during  tlie  sur.iiuor  season  in  the  first  school- 
house  ever  built  in  town,  v.'hi.'h  stood  something  like  lo  rods 
southeast    from  Jacob  Gou!'i"s.     The  hon.-e  of  Nathaniel 
Stevens  was  Iniilt.  many  years  since  by  a  man  named  John 
Wright,  of  Charbvsiowp.    A  short  distance  northeast  from 
the  house  of  sa.id  Gould  a  building  formerly  stood  owned  by 
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a  man  named  Phillips,  who  is  said  to  have  I'ceri  a  man  of  un- 
conimon  courage.  lie  was  a  member  of  the  troop  compan}'. 
While  ihey  were  on  an  excursion  at  a  certain  time,  for  the 
purpose  of  destroying  the  Indians,  somewhere  near  Concord 
they  came  in  contact  with  a  company  of  these  sons  of  the 
forest,  skulking  in  a  rye  field.  Phillips  entered  the  field 
with  others;  he  was  cautioned  to  be  on  his  guard.  He  imme- 
diately answered  in  his  usually  decided  way,  that  he  was  not 
afraid  of  the  black  rogues.  Scarcely  hnd'ihe  words  escaped 
his  lips,  ere  a  musket  was  discharged.  Phillips  received  a  fri- 
tal  wound,  sprung  several  feet  from  hib  horse  and  expired. 
The  last  member  of  his  family  is  said  to  hr\ve  died  about  20 
years  since,  in  the  town  of  !i\Ialden.  The  house  of  Sranuel 
brown  is  also  a  relic  of  antiquity.  For  m.any  years  a  tavern 
was  kept  there.  The  Iiouse  of  the  late  Kbenezcr  Bucknam 
is  one  of  the  oldest  buildings  standing;  tliis  v;as  the  place  of 
rendezvous  during  the  time  of  the  Revolution.  The  liouse 
occu])ied  by  Dca.  Jabez  Lynde,  and  James  H.  Gould,  is  also 
a  very  ancient  building.  It  was  formerly  owned  by  a  Scotch- 
man nam.ed  Maize.  Maize,  as  I  am  informed,  came  to  this 
country  (like  many  others  who  settled  here)  on  board  a  war 
ship.  One  night  as  the  vessel  lay  at  anchor  somewhere  ncnr 
Boston,  Maize  resolved  to  desert.  He  accordingly  bound  his 
clothes  to  his  back,  leaped  from  the  vessel,  and  swam  ashore. 
He  came  out  here  and  took  up  his  abode.  Subsequent  to 
Maize,  an  Irishman  named  Tolon  cam.e  in  possession  of  the 
afore-mentioned  house.  He  kept  a  kind  of  tavern  for  some 
time,  also  selling  goods  of  various  descriptions.  It  is  said 
that  ])rcvious  to  coming  to  this  country  he.  had  the  plague  ; 
that  he  was  taken  in  a  very  sudden  manner.  One  report  is 
that  he  dug  his  own  grave  and  got  into  it  expecting  soon  to 
die,  but  that  the  ground  liad  the  vv'ond''?rfnl  efficacy  of  remov- 
ing the  plague.  Another  statenient  m;;.le  is  that  the  attend- 
ing phy.-ioian  opened  his  skuU  and  otted  a  small  piece  of 
silver  which  produced  a  cvire.  One  or  Tnoro  of  the  reports 
are  no  doubt  true.  It  lias  also  hifn  -  ii-i  that  an  individual 
who  rcro\ers  from  tiiis  .h'\ii;;al  il;-.  -v:-'--  v,-;il  ne\er  nc^ain  be 
:<ub''-o!  d  t.j  any  jli/ea-e.  but  that  such  pi-rsons  will  finally  die 
oE' lild  ■.  ih:.^  va-  vr-rif; in  lijceo^'-'  of  Tolen,  who  lived 
lobe  a!):.ul  a  iiundied.  y^vs  old  ai:d  at  iv'.  died  in  liis  chair, 
apparently  as  easily      he  would  have  gone  lu  sleep.  He 
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had  a  slave  named  Dinah,  who  waited  upv^n  him  to  the 
end  of  his  da3's. 

Tolen  used  to  teach  school  iti  llie  school  hou.'e  which  stood 
north  of  the  town  pound,  vv'hich  was  the  second  school  house 
built  in  town.  I  am  lold  ihot  he  was  in  the  habit  of  sending 
some  scholar  to  the  tavern  of  James  Hay,  (which  stood  where 
the  shoe  maker's  shop  of  Jacob  Gould  now  stands)  about  11 
o'clock  in  the  morning  to  get  a  glass  of  grog  and  carry  it  to 
the  school  room  for  him  to  drink".  What  would  the  members 
of  the  Cold  Water  Army  say,  in  lSi.3,  if  &ent  out  by  their 
teacher  to  procure  a  gla^iS  of  grog  for  him  ?  Methinks  ihcy 
would  not  only  sing  "away  the  bowl,"  bat  with  indignation 
would  they  sing,  away,  away,  the  teacher. 

After  the  death  of  Tolen,  Capt.  Samuel  Ingalls  kept  tav- 
ern in  that  house  for  several  years.  The  sign  first  stood  a 
few  feet  southwest  from  the  house.  The  sign  I  am  told  was 
painted  by  an  Indian  named  Sol  Wnmscott.  A  few  rods  to 
the  east  from  this  a  house  blood  many  years  ago  occupied  by 
a  family  named  Buck. 

The  house  of  James  Had  ley,  I  am  told  was  built  many 
years  ago  by  a  man  named  Eben  Knight.  The  house  of 
John  Bucknarn  I  am  told  was  built  by  a  man  named  Allen. 
It  has  been  buiU  for  mof;  r]i;in  a  hundred  years.  An  an- 
cient building  I'orrnerly  stood  ashorldisumce  south  or  southwest 
from  this  occupiod  also  by  a  man  named  Allen.  The  house 
of  Thomas  Gould  k  a  vory  ancient  ijuilding.  It  was  stand- 
ing in  1711.  How  h^auy  years  pre  v  ious  to  that  is  not  knowm. 
It  is  probable  however,  that  it  has  stood  nearly  150  years. 
The  house  occupied  by  'j'i.uothy  S])raeue  has  been  built 
about  60  years.  A  short  distance  southwest  from  this  tliere 
stood  a  building,  nr^iv  y-  ars  ai?o,  Icnov.  n  as  the  Guard  House. 
This  was  built  by  Timothy  Spra^ue,  tiiat  a  family  might  live 
there  and  guard  tlu^  dam,  by  whicli  he  llowed  Spot  Pond,  as 
it  had  been  sever  il  taken  [uvay.    It  appears  that  sever- 

al persons  in  town,  v.  cro  opp^v.-ni  to  liaving  Spot  Pond  mea- 
dows llowe.l  ;  u!!'!  cr.i).^  ;  r  ;;'Jv  ill,-;  had  a  good  deal  of  con- 
tention with  ^^-r:i!:  ;  at  <; ikO, ^1,1  limes.  They  frequent- 
ly went  to  l;).\v,  hui  Spr;-:^;!':  ^vas  "cneially  succossfiil  in  getting" 
the  case.  At  I'lru  [u^rh^i!.  ;i  ii'  u,  ;  y  ii.o  nrime  of  Jahez  Allen 
lived  in  tov^Mi.  llo  is  .-;iid  i  )  iiavc  been  a  horse  thief,  a.'id 
also  well  skilled  m  all  kinds  of  roguery.    He  was  in  the  hab- 
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it  of  going'  in  a  boat  to  the  dain,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  said 
dam  avvay-  He  also  took  his  gun  wiih  him,  when  any  person 
.  appeared,  to  drive  him  from  his  labor,  he  would  get  into  his  boai 
and  sail  to  a  small  Island  near  by.  On  a  certain  occasion 
while  at  work  taking  away  the  dam,  Spvague  approached 
him,  with  orders  to  desist.  He  quickly  got  into  his  boat  and 
sailed  to  the  island.  His  gun  being  loaded  with  buck  shot  he 
discharged  the  contents  of  it  at  Sprauge.  He  was  wounded 
in  one  or  both  of  his  legs.  Allen  was  prosecuted.  AVhat  liis 
punishmerrt  was  at  this  time  I  am  not  certain.  Either  at  this 
time  or  for  some  other  oQence  he  was  sentenced  to  sit  upon 
the  gallows  for  several  hours.  This  being  as  agreeable  to 
him  as  sitting  in  a  parlor,  lie  occupied  his  time  in  making- 
poetry.    The  following  is  a  specimen  of  it. 

Some  call  nic  Jahy  Allen, 

And  others  they  call  me  Modes, 
And  here  I  sit  upon  the  gallows, 

For  all  my  evil  deeds. 

O  that  I  were  the  Judge, 

Now,  in  poor  Jaby's  cn^o  ; 
I'd  have  poor  Jah}  out  ofjail, 

And  have  old  Tim  Sprague  in  his  place. 

Old  Cambridge  is  a  mighty  place 

For  learning  and  for  knowledge, 
For  some  they  whij),  and  some  ihey  hang, 

And  some  they  send  to  College. 

Allen  at  length  became;  so  bad  to  deal  with  that  he  wn,? 
finally  sold  on  board  a  man  of  war.  The  captain  of  the  ves- 
sel having  heard  of  his  evil  deeds  told  him  on  a  certain  day 
that  he  should  like  to  see  some  of  his  iniquitous  feats.  Allen 
with  a  good  deal  of  apparent  sobriety,  told  him  that  he  was 
not  in  the  habit  of  practising  unlawful  deeds.  A  short  time 
after  however,  Allen  got  a  hand  t^aw  and  sav.-cd  all  the  cars 
on  board  the  vesicl  in  two,  with  the  exception  of  one  pair. 
When  a  convenient  opportunity  presented  itself  he  took  a 
small  boat  and  the  only  pair  of  oars  (good  for  any  thing-,)  and 
started  for  the  shore.  I'he  alarm  wa.'-  soon  given  on  board, 
that  one  had  deserted.  Ortier<  v:cre  immediately  given  to 
have  the  hoafs  lowered,  wlucli  \'.as  done.  The  boats  were 
manned.  The  oars  on  being  ti:-cd  went  crack,  crack,  one 
after  the  other,  till  they  were  all  used  up.    This  being  done. 
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they  fired  upon  Allen  a  few  times.  This  did  no  ^ood.  Or- 
ders were  then  given  to  pour  a  broadside  upon'  him;  but  he 
had  got  so  far  that  it  did  no  good,  and  thus  he  efTected  his 
escape. 

Tho  liou5G  owned  and  occupied  by  the  widcw  of  the  late 
Daniel  Bryant,  and  v/hich  was  destroyed  by  lire  a  few  years 
since,  was  built  in  the  year  1S05. 

The  old  Spraf,me  House,  so  called,  is  the  ]a=^t  buildi^Tg  on 
the  old  road  to  jMedford.  In  this  house  lived  Capt.  >Samu^l 
Sprague,  who  commanded  the  company  in  this  town,  during 
the  time  of  the  Revolution. 

The  eastern  section  of  the  house  owned  by  Joseph  Hurd 
was  built  about  fifty  years  since  by  Nathan  Wiley.  The 
western  part  of  said  house  was  put  up  by  Luther  Richardson, 
Esq.  in  ISOG.  The  building  which  g-oes  by  the  name  of  Kurd's 
old  factory,  was  built  in  the  year  1792.  it  \v:\^.  first  used  as  a 
snuffmill,  afterwards  enlarged  and  used  for  tlie  purpose  of 
manufacturing  sattinels.  The  mill  own-d  by  Oliver  Wheeler, 
was  built  in  ISI'2.  It  is  used  for  grinding  cinnamon,  ginger, 
and  various  medicinal  articles.  The  hou;e  liear  it  was  built 
about  the  same  time.  The  house  ccc-.-pied  by  Mr.  Baldwin, 
was  built  in  the  year  1S03.  The. mill  near  the  house  is  used  for 
the  purpose  of  turniog  various  articles.  On  this  spot  (or  near 
to  it,)  a  chocolate  mili  formerly  stool.  At  the  northwest 
from  Mr.  Bahhvin's,  there  stood  a  building  many  years  since 
occupied  by  a  man  named  Anthony  fJa.iley.  A  few  rods 
northeast  from  Mr.  B:..ldwin's,  a  house  orce  stood  owned  by 
Ebenezer  Bucknam. 

The  house  of  Asa  Molden  has  beenbui't  rdout  100  years. 
A  few  rods  north  from  this,  an  Irislirnnn  with  l:is  w'lto  lived, 
many  years  since.  He  finally  removed  to  llie  northerly  side 
of  Doleful  Pond,  (so  called,)  cleared  up  about  a  quarter  of  an 
acre  of  ground,  and  lived  the  remainder  of  his  days.  He  died 
in  a  very  sadden  and  unexpected  maniier,  at  quite  an  advan- 
ced age. 

A  house  formerly  stood  a  iev\'  rods  southeast  from  tho 
school  liouse  in  district  No.  Tivi;,  house  was  o<'.:upied  by 
a  nian  nr^nied  Hadlev,  The  circuin  .-taace^  of  liic  d-^aih  were 
as  follows.  He  with  hi;.  h-,d  l.ei.n  to-  .'• -ed.V'rd  on  some 
business  ;  he  did  not  r< i  ]"'r\^'^,vur illi  ?;;  :!.(..  It  was  a 
cold  stormy  evening  v\  the  ia-t  of  November,  or  tixst  of  Ih- 
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cember.  On  his  return  home,  he  stopped  at  J\Ir.  David 
Gould's,  as  he-had  his  horse.  After  leavinsf  Mr.  Gould's,  he 
went  towards  home  it  is  supposed,  fas  a  vrallet  which  he  car- 
ried with  him  was  found  near  his  liouse,)  but  instead  of  turn- 
ing in  at  a  pair  of  bars  which  led  to  his  house,  he  turned  di- 
rectly back,  parsed  ?.Ir.  Gould's  house,  and  v/as  found  dead 
the  next  morning  near  the  bars,  where  we  now  turn  in 
to  go  to  Sandy  Shore.  And  what  is  very  remarkable,  his  son 
was  found  dead  t!;c  same  day,  in  a  clay  pit  in  ]Medford. 

Two  ancient  bui'dings  formerly  stood  near  where  the  house 
of  E.  H.  Stevens  now  stands.  About  half  a  niilc  northeast 
from  the  house  of  said  Stevens  an  ancient  buildinsr  formerly 
stood  occupied  by  a  family  named  Howe.  An  old  orchard 
near  where  the  house  stood,  still  retains  the  name  of  Howe 
orchard.  About  l-3d  of  a  mile  west  from  this  there  formerly 
stood  a  house  occupied  by  a  family  named  Fensoni.  It  was 
afterwards  occupied  by  a  man  named  Daniel  Connery,  who 
married  one  of  the  Fcnsom  family.  It  v.-a^  for  a  long  time  cal- 
led Connery's  den.  What  kind  of  beasts  inhabited  there  is  not 
exactly  known.  One  thing'  is  pretty  certain,  however,  which 
is,  that  the  lion  rum  was  one  of  most  precious  among  them. 

I  have  now  attempted  to  give  an  account  of  those  buildings 
concerning  which  there  is  no  date  with  regard  to  the  time  of 
their  erection.  I  have  also  given  some  incidents  connected 
with  the  inhabitants  v.dio  lived  in  them. 

This  town  was  incorjjoratcd  in  the  year  1725.  The  fol- 
lowing is  the  Act  of  incorporation. 

An  Act  for  Dividing  the  Town  of  Charlestov.'n,  end  Erecting 
a  New  Town  there  by  the  name  of  Stoneham. 

"IKZ-HEREAS  the  Northerly  PaTt  of  the  Town  of  Charles- 
town,  v.'ithin  the  County  of  Middlesex  is  competently 
fdled  with  Inhabitants,  who  labor  under  great  Difiiculties  by 
iheir  Remoteness  from  the  Place  of  Publick  Worship,  6cc. — 
And  have  thereupon  made  their  Application  to  the  said  Town 
of  Charlestowi',  and  have  likewise  Audre^-^ed  this  Court  that 
they  may  be  set  i^lfa  disiinct  and  sr  jjaraie  Tuwn,  and  be  Vest- 
ed v;itii  all  tjie  rjvv  .v-  av;  1  Pri v'l.  ;  •■'s  (j:'  a  Tov/n  ;  and  the 
Inhabitants  of  C'r.a'"'':  ^ •.o'vn  by  theii  Ar^-nis  Irivinf  Consented 
to  their  being  set  oifr-C'-ordingly  :   A'l}  u  Co'n»n'.tee  of  thic. 
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Court  having  Viewed  the  Northerly  Part  of  the. said  Town  of 
Charlestown,  and  reported  in  favor  of  the  Petitioners  : 

Be  it  therefore  Enacted  by  the  Lieutenant  Governour,  Coun- 
cil and  Peprcsentaiives,  in  General  Court  Assembled,  and  by 
the  Authority  of  the  same,  That  the  Northerly  part  of  the  said 
Town  of  Charlestown  :  That  is  to  say.  All  the  Lands  lyinjj  on 
the  East  side  of  AVoburn,  the  South  side  of  Readin^^,  the  West 
side  of  xJalden,  and  the  North  side  of  the  Fifth  Kange  of  the 
First  Division  of  Charlestown  Wood-Lots,  be  and  hereby  is 
set  off  and  constituted  a  separate  Township  by  the  name  of 
Stoneham.  And  that  the  bounds  and  limits  of  the  said  Town 
of  Stoneham  be  according  to  the  Agreement  made  in  Novem- 
ber, One  thousand  seven  liundred  and  twenty-five,  by  and  be- 
tween the  Ci'mniiltee  or  Agents  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  said 
Town  of  Charlestown,  and  the  Petitioners  of  the  Northerly 
Part  thereof,  wherein  it  was  conserjted  and  agreed,  That  the 
Five  Ranges  or  Rcmaininc:  Part  of  the  said  first  Division  do 
remain  to  the  Tov/n  of  Charlestown,  agreeable  to  a  former 
Grant  of  the  Town  made  in  the  year  16o7,  8.  And  that  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  Northerly  half  of  Charlestown  should  have 
and  enjoy  that  Tract  of  Land  lying  in  the  bounds  aforesaid, 
commonly  called  and  known  by  the  Name  of  Goulds  Farm, 
now  under  Lease  to  j^.Iessieurs  Thomas  and  Daniel  Gould, 
containing  One  hundred  and  ten  Acres,  or  thereabouts ;  Also 
onchalf  of  all  the  Towns  Meadow  (and  Upland)  lying  on  Spot 
Pond,  both  for  Quantity  and  Quality,  containing  Seventy-nine 
Acres  (by  Capt.  Burnap's  Plat)  as  an  Estate  in  Fee,  with  an 
equal  Share  in  Spot-Pond  ;  the  said  Lands  or  the  value  there- 
of to  be  injproved  for  the  Settling  and  ?.lainiaining  an  Ortho- 
dox Minister,  to  dispense  the  Word  and  Ordinances  among 
them  :  The  Inhabitants  of  the  said  Northerly  half  of  Charles- 
town being  by  vertue  of  the  said  Agreement  to  be  debarred 
from  any  Claims  or  Demands  of  and  to  any  Lands,  Money, 
Rents  or  Licomes  of  what  kind  soever,  which  now  are  or  shall 
belong  to  the  Town  of  Charlestov/n,  as  well  those  several 
Farms  and  Land  lying  within  the  bounds  abovesaid,  as  all 
other  Estate  or  incemo  either  Real  or  Personal,  and  from  all 
Dernarids  for  II-  h-\\';iy5^,  that  so  the  T..\vn  of  Charlestown 
may  quietly  and  i:^  ibly  enjoy  tlie  same:  And  furtlier  it  is 
to  be  uuder.stood,  T!.:.t  none  of  the  Land  contained  in  the  two 
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Ranges  and  half  belonging  to  tlie  first  Division,  shall  on  any 
pretence  whuisoever  be  Assessed  or  Taxed  oy  the  said  Town 
of  Stonebain,  except  those  Lands  that  shall  be  put  under  Im- 
provement, such  as  ?»Iov/ing,  Ploughing  and  Pasturing. 

And  be  it  further  Enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid.  That 
the  Inhabitants  of  t'n.e  Northerl}'  half  of  Charlcstowr.  living 
within  the  bounds  aforesaid,  be  and  hereby  are  yes*:d  with 
the  Powers,  Privileges  and  Immunities  that  ihe  Inhabitants  of 
any  of  the  Towns  of  this  Proviiice  by  Law  are  or  ounht  to  be 
Vested  with  :  And  that  the  Inhabitants  of  the  said  Town  of 
Sloneham  do  v.'ithin  the  space  of  two  Years  from  the  Publica- 
tion of  this  Act,  Erect  and  hnish  a  suitable  House  for  the  Pub- 
lic Worship  of  God,  and  as  soon  as  may  be  procure  and  settle 
a  Learned,  Onliodox  iMinister  of  good  Conversation,  and  make 
provision  for  his  comfortable  and  honorable  Support;  and  like- 
wise provide  a  School  ]\raster  to  Instruct  their  Youth  in  Wri- 
ting and  Heading ;  and  that  thereupon  they  be  discharged 
from  any  Paymems  for  the  ^laintenance  of  the  Ministry  and 
School  in  the  Town  of  Charlestown. 

Provided,  Tliat  the  Inhabitants  of  Stoneham,  nevertheless  are 
to  pay  their  respective  proportions  to  two  several  Assessments 
already  m.adc  by  the  Assessors  of  Cliarlestown  for  County  and 
Town  Charges  ;  and  David  Gould,  one  of  the  present  Consta- 
bles of  Charlestown,  is  required  to  Collect  and  Pay  in  such 
parts  and  pror.artioiis  of  each  of  said  Assessments,  as  are  com- 
mitted to  liiin  '  y  \\\:-  said  Assessors  of  Charlestown,  according 
to  the  Power:-  and  Directions  in  the  Warrants  duly  made  and 
deliver'd  :  Any  thing  in  this  Act  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

This  town  1  am  told  took  its  name  from  a  town  called 
Stoneham  \n  En^jland.  On  Tue.sday,  March  22d,  17-2o.  the 
committee  from  the  town  of  Cliarlestown,  met  a  committee 
chosen  by  this  town  and  set  tlie  bounds  as  follows.  Pegirf- 
ning  at  Holdeifs  line. 

1st.  A  benp  of  atones,  the  west  side  of  a  little  cedar. 

2d.  A  heap  of  stones. 

3d.  A-  larire  red  oak. 

A'M.  A  ^;nrill  111!  \\hite  oak  with  a  croich. 
5!h.  A  tail  wnl.'iiu. 

6lh.  A  v.'hito  oak  with  a  crotch  near  the  top. 
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7th.  A  young  white  oak  with  a  crotch  about  h^Jf  way  up, 
on  the  west  side  of  a  liill  east  from  Spot  Pond. 

Sth.  A  heap  of  stones  near  a  small  white  oak,  within  12 
rods  of  the  cast  side  of  the  pond. 

9th.  A  tall  walnut  about  20  rods  south  of  the  pond. 

10th.  A  dead  wdiite  oak  stump,  about  12  rods  west  of  the 
pond,  with  a  heap  of  stones  about  it. 

11th.  A  red  oak  on  the  north  side  of  a  clift  of  rocks. 

12th.  A  young  wahuU  with  a  heap  of  stones  about  12  rods 
east  of  Turkey  Swamp. 

13lh.  A  large  red  oak  about  six  rods,  near  Turkey  Swamp. 

Mth.  A  heap  of  stones  upon  a  flat  rock  about  20  rods  west 
of  Turkey  Swamp. 

15th.  A  pine  tree  upon  a  rocky  hill. 

16th.  A  heap  of  stones  with  a  stake  against  a  stone  wall 
upon  Woburn  line. 

The  trees  are  marked  on  the  south  side  with  C.  and  on  the 
north  side  with  S.  A  true  record  of  the  bounds  between 
CharlestowQ  and  Stuneham. 

DANIEL  GOULD,  Town  Clerk. 

The  town  of  Woburn  was  first  settled  in  IGiO.  The  bounds 
between  this  town  and  Reading  were  of  a  more  detinite  char- 
acter.   Reading  was  also  settled  in  IGIO. 

Ascertain  latiJs  w.^re  reserved  by  Charlcstown  in  the  Act  of 
incorporation,  itmp.y  bo  well  to  str.ie,  that  the  farms  of  Caleb 
Wiley,  Widow  r\lirandi  Richardson  and  Ephraim  Pierce, 
w^ere  included  in  the  rc-erved  portions  of  land.  The  town  of 
Charlestown  rclincjuished  their  title  to  these  lands  about  40 
years  since. 

The  first  public,  meeting  held  for  business  by  this  town 
was  on  December  21th,  172-5.  Timothy  Boden,  Sen.,  was 
cliosen  moderator  and  Daniel  Gould  was  chosen  Town  Clerk, 
At  this  meeting  they  voted  to  build  a  meeting  hou^e.  For 
this  purpo.-e  th*  y  cho-o  a  committee  to  examine  the  meeting 
house  at  Lynn  End.  Tiio  dimon-ions  of  the  ho;;.--',  were  to 
be  l^'B  feet  in  Icoc^lh  and  :]-2  fj,:t  io  Vv'i  lih.  They  however  af- 
terwards coticli:  !-  d  ».)  hxvc  ][  ■]  )  f  '.  r,  i;i  Iviigih  and  o6  feet  in 
width,  with  20  f vit  po<{>.  Tiic  committee  chosen  to  examine 
the  meeting  house  at  I^ynn  End  v/ere  Jonatlian  Green,  Dani'.d 
Gould  and  Daniel  Gould,  Jr.    The  coinrnitiee  to  prepcire 
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materials  for  building,  consisted  of  Ca|n.  John  Vinton,  Dr^riiel 
Gould,  Jr.  and  Lieiuenunt  Tiiiiothy  \Vright.  This  commit- 
tee were  also  instructed  to  procure  the  spot  of  land  on  which 
to  set  the  meeting  liouse  ;  also  a  place  to  build  a  Parsonage, 
and  likewise  provide  a  burying  ground.  The  first  board  of 
Selectmen,  consisted  of  Capt.  Benjamin  Gerry,  Capt.  John 
Vinton,  Peter  Hay,  Timothy  Bolden  and  Lieutenant  Timothy 
Wriglit.  For  many  years  five  persons  constituted  the  board 
of  Selectmen.  1  am  told,  however,  that  tliey  served  without 
any  compensation.  At  a  meeting  held  un  the  16ih  day  of 
March  1726,  they  voted  to  raise  £120  towards  defraying  the 
expense  of  building  the  meeting  house.  It  is  said  there  was 
a  good  deal  of  contention  v.  iih  regard  to  the  location  of  the 
house  some  being  very  anxious  to  have  it  stand  on  the  plain 
somewhere  near  the  house  of  Keuben  Locke.  They  however 
finally  voted  to  have  it  stand  between  the  black  oak  tree  and 
the  red  oak  tree  upon  the  hill  near  the  east  end  of  the  school 
house.  It  was  raised  about  tlie  last  of  November  1726.  The 
following  are  some  of  the  items  of  expense  connected  with 
raising  the  meeting  house. 

Paid  for  five  Cfallons  of  rurn,  £1  00s.  Gd. 

"    "         ^  bread,   0  12  0 

"  Capt.  Gerry,  for  cider,     0  15  0 

The  lime  used  in  building  was  taken  from  the  marble  pit 
now  owned  by  Joseph  Hard,  situated  at  the  southwest  part  of 
the  town.  There  are  two  pits  open  at  the  present  time. 
The  western  pit  is  said  to  have  been  open  from  time  immemo- 
rial. The  former  practice  of  removing  the  marble  to  make 
lime,  was  that  of  makinL^-a  fire  in  the  pit,  thereby  rendering 
it  more  susceptible  of  imprc-n'on  from  the  tools  made  use  of 
for  removing  it>  ]\Iarble  of  an  excellent  ([ualiiy  nv"  jht  siili  be 
obtained  there  were  it  not  that  the  expense  of  e'etlii^.i?-  it  out 
would  outweigh  its  value,  when  ready  for  u^e.  This  pit 
lies  iiorth  from  what  is  now  called  Vvjav  Hill.  This  was  for- 
merly called  Bears  Hill,  from  the  fact  of  its  having  been  a  no- 
ted place  for  the  residence  of  those  animals.  Gov.  AVir.throp 
Slates  in  his  History  of  .Massachusetts,  that  he  was  travelling 
this  wjy  on  a  certaiti  occasion,  and  stojip  h1  uj^ou  Biar's  Hiii, 
to  re-t  and  ret"resh  hi.m-^;'lf  wi'di  food.  On  ex-imining  for  h.is 
provisions  it  seems  his  servant  forgot  to  put  up  any  thing  but 
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some  cheese,  from  which  circumstance  he  called  Bear  Hill 
Cheese  Eock.  He  also  gave  Spot  Pond  its  present  name, 
from  having  so  many  islands,  rocks,  &c.  in  ii. 

The  town  burying  ground  originally  contained  l-4ih  of  an 
acre.  It  was  afierv.-ards  enlarged  to  its  present  size,  which  is 
about  one  acre.  The  land  to  enlarge  it  wrs  procured  of  jMr. 
James  Hay. 

The  old  road  leading  to  Med  lord  was  built  about  the  year 
1731,  at  least  that  branch  of  it  passing  near  the  house  of 
Joseph  Hurd,  a  short  distance  east  from  Spot  Pond.  The 
Toad  passing  through  what  is  called  the  meeting  house  swamp, 
has  also  been  built  about  100  years.  A  path  formerly  led 
over  what  is  now  called  the  old  flat  logs,  about  50  rods  south 
from  the  present  causeway,  leading  through  said  meeting 
house  swamp.  In  1760  they  voted  to  choose  a  committee  to 
meet  with  committees  that  might  bo  chosen  by  the  tov.ms  of 
Reading  and  Woburn,  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  work- 
house for  the  benefit  of  said  towns.  What  the  result  of  their 
meeting  was  I  have  not  ascertained,  though  the  probability  is, 
that  they  were  not  successful  in  their  proposed  union.  They 
also  about  this  time  voted  to  raise  the  sum  of  £G()  ISs.  and 
4d.  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  the  meeting  house.  It  was 
accordingly  newly  shingled,  new  windows  put  in,  vVc. 

It  was  customary  at  that  time  when  children  were  taken 
into  a  family  to  be  brought  up  (or  even  to  remain  for  a  few 
months,)  to  give  notice  of  the  same  to  the  Selectmen.  The 
follovring  is  a  copy  of  the  same  ;  Gentlemen,  Selectmen  of  the 
town  of  Stoneham,  thes^e  lines  are  to  inform  or  notify  you,  that 
I  have  this  day  taken  itito  my  house  one  Catherine  Clentick 
to  live  with  me  for  her  work,  she  is  about  \2  years  old.  As 
to  her  circumstances,  she  has  a  father  to  take  care  of  her. 
Notices  of  this  kind  seem  to  have  been  given,  in  order  tiiat 
the  town  might  be  apprized  of  the  fact,  that  they  miglit  possi- 
bly liavG  accession  to  the  list  of  paupers,  t>om  time  to  tiivif,  as 
the  case  might  be.  It  was  also  customary  when  an  individual 
came  into  town  to  live,  to  warn  them  to  leave  in  so  maiiv  days. 
It  seems  a  law  of  this  description  was  fr:imed  so  that  each 
town  mi'^^b-t  be  on  tlieir  ijiiard  as  it  respoct(^d  paupers. 

Tiie  fuibv.'ing  i  ^  a  cnpv  of  a  record  of  this  kind  ;  Stone- 
ham  Nov,  20u\.  17  111.  VA  cnc7.:v  Richardson  was  warned 
out  of  Stoneham,  and  tlie  p'iace  he  came  from  was  Boston. 
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And  the  persons  hereafter  mentioned,  Ebene;^er  Williams  and 
his  wife  Elizabeth  and  their  son  Ebepezer.  The  place  from 
whence  they  came  last  is  Keading.  It  is  understood  that  if 
they  were  natives  of  Reading,  it  would  belong  to  Reading 
to  support  them.  If  they  were  not  natives  of  Reading  and 
Reading  neglected  to  warn  them  out  they  would  siill  have 
them  to  maintain  incase  they  became  paupers.  But  if  Read- 
ins-  had  warned  them  out,  they  would  have  no  difficulty 
whatever  v.ith  regard  to  the  case. 

At  a  meeting  held  on  the  lirst  day  of  Nov.  177-1,  the  fol- 
lowing patriotic  resolves  were  parsed.  The  preamble  reads 
thus. 

We  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Stoncham  being  legally 
assembled,  sincerely  declare  .our  strict  ratacnment  to  the  Con- 
,«titution  of  our  nation;  and  our  unfeigned  loyalty  to  our  Right- 
ful Lord  and  ^-ovreign  King,  George  the  Third  ;  ardently 
wishing  that  v,e  might  ever  live  in  the  utmost  harmony  with 
Great  Britian.  Yet  we  are  driven  to  ihe  disagreeable  neces- 
sity to  say:  that  having  taken  into  serious  consideration  the 
precarious  state  of  the  liberties  of  North  America,  and  more 
especially  the  present  distressed  condition  of  this  insulted 
Province,  embarrassed  as  it  is  by  several  acts  of  the  T^ritish 
Parliamentary  vending,  as  we  appreliend  to  the  entire  sub- 
version of  our  natural  and  charier  riglns,  among  which  is  the 
act  of  blocldng  up  the  harbor  of  Boston  ;  therefore  we  do 
solemnly  covenant  nnd  engage  with  each  other : 

1st.  That  we  \w\]\  hencefoiih  suspend  all  commercial  inter- 
course with  Great  Britain  until  they  shall  ailbrd  us  relief. 

2d.  That  we  will  not  buy,  puroiiaso,  or  consume  any  goods 
or  merchandize,  which  shall  arrive  in  America  from  Great 
Britain,  from  and  after  the  last  day  of  September  ensuing. 

Tliese  things  we  solemnly  premise  to  observe,  provided, 
no  better  scheme  shall  be  devised  to  answer  the  same  ends,  by 
the.  Congress,  who  are  to  meet  at  Pniladclphia  to  consult  the 
general  political  interests  of  America. 

The  town  helil  anoiiier  meetim-^'  subsequent  to  the  meeting  of 
Congress,  when  they  voted  to  accept  of  the  doings  of  said  Con- 
gress in  all  ros peels. 

1  iiave  berure  suited  tb.at  the  house  of  Dea.  Ebene7cr  Euck- 
no.m  wa'^  the  piace  el'  rendezvous,  during  thetiii'o  of  i!ie  Revo- 
lution.   I  am  lold  the  town  voted  on  a  certain  occasion  that 


25 

MO  gun  should  bo  discharged  in  town,  except  under  the  folIo\v- 
ing  rule  ;  a  ceruiin  nujTiber  were  chosen  as  minute  men.  The 
first  person  that  received  an  alarm  was  immedialely  two  or 
more  individuals  to  repair  to  the  common,  front  ot  the  old 
meeting-  house.  The  discharge  of  the  muskets  in  succession 
were  considered  as  a  general  alarm,  when  the  members  of  the 
company  were  immediately  to  repair  to  the  place  of  rendez- 
vous. The  company  in  ihis  town  were  called  out  at  the 
time  of  the  battle  of  Lexington.  It  w-ill  be  remembered 
Samuel  Sprague  was  commander  of  the  company,  He  how- 
ever previous  to  reaching  Lexington  told  the  members  of  the 
company,  that  their  numbers  was  so  small  thai  he  thought  it 
would  be  well  to  separate  and  each  one  look  out  for  himself. 
They  accordingly  separated  into  companies  of  three  or  four, 
and  scattered  themselves  abroad.  Edward  Buclaiam,  Tim  othy 
Matthews,  and  James  Wiley  went  in  company  together. 
Somewhere  in  the  vicinity  of  Lexington  they  were  discovered 
by  some  British  Regulars.  A  bullet  passed  between  the  left 
ear  and  skull  of  Bucknim,  also  through  the  hats  of  both  •Mat- 
thews and  Wiley.  Thus  did  our  fathers  expose  their  health 
and  lives  that  vre  might  enjoy  the  blessings  of  civil  and  reli- 
gious liberty. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  while  speaking  of  the  several 
buildings  and  their  inhabitants,  ]  spoke  of  a  family  by  the  name 
of  Connery.  After  his  decease,  in  the  year  1776,  a  part  or 
all  of  his  family  came  upon  the  town.  The  foUov/ing  is  the 
copy  of  an  indenture  by  which  the  Selectmen  of  the  town 
bound  out  Abigail  Connery. 

This  Ini!entun«  Witnc<?etli,  That,  Samuel  Sprn^tie,  Gentleman, 
and  Tiinotliy  Ta\  lor  Daniel  (ioiild  Jun'r.  Timothy  \\  riijlit  Jun  r.  ;iiul 
PetrrHav  Jiin'r  \  corncn,  all  of  tlio  town  ofK^tonehani  in  the  Count  vol' 
iniddlesex  and  prov  iiic'j  i/l"  the  massar-iiuselt^  Bavin  Mew-England  and 
J^clcctmoii  (it'^.'.id  tuwri  So  far  forth  a>  oi:r  power  dolli  will  or  may  Ex- 
tend as  .**^..'lectni(ii.  hv  ard  with  the  a-^scnl  of  two  Justices  of  the  I'eace 
in  said  County  iJavo  (.urreeablc  tf)  tlio  trust  by  Law  tons  ('orntnittcd) 
put  aiid  Bound  and  by  thf^^o  present  Do  put  place  and  iJind  Abigail 
Concry  (Dauphlir  of  Daniel  Coni  ry  Deceased)  a  poor  darl  I'olon^'- 
ing  to  vSaid  ajijjrintice  to  .lin.i!!:  i!i  Crit  ii  oi'tJie  town  of  Stone- 

harn,  a»or*'^ aid  (i<'!i  ib  nvui,  and  Ins  wif''  tc-  Lf':irn'to  Spin  net  and  Sow 
and  with  him  th,  s  ,;d  Jonathan  CJroon  and  his  wife  after  tlie  manner 
of  an  apprt,nti<  to  .^i  rvc  fri>m  the  I):iv  of  tlie  Dat«  liereof  for  and 
Durcinir  the  i- un  vf  irw  v.:ir.~  i.h,  ve;.  inunliis  an<l  tufnty-se\en  Da>« 
(until  she  romrs  to  the  i'-  < 'f  J:i -Ij  ft/en  y-ar-;  \o  he  Cuio'deal  and  i'n- 
tled  during  all  which  '?a:d  term  the  ^faid  apprentice  her  jiiid  rnaf- 
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ter  and  mistress  faitlifully  shall  S».rve  their  Sr.crnts  keep  and  Lawful 
Commands  Gladly  Every  vvlicrc  Obey  slie'sliall  Do  no  Damnge  to  Jior 
Said  masf^r  or  mistress  nor  s^e  it  to  be  done  by  oiliers  without  Lettiii;^' 
or  Givein^  notice  thereof  to  her  s.iiti  master  or  iviistres!  She  Shall  not 
waste  her  Said  masters  or  mistre-i-es  Goods  nor  Lend  them  to  any  She 
shall  not  Commit  fornicatioii,  nor  contract  matrinumy  within  said  term, 
at  Cards  di'.T;  or  other  nulawtull  VJan.e  Slie  shall  not  play  WJiereby 
her  Said  master  or  mistress  may  have  Damage  v,  itli  tln-ir  Goods  nur 
the  Goods  of  others  She  siiall  not  absent  lier  Self  by  day  or  by  niglil 
from  her  said  masters  or  mistresses  Sc.-vicc,  v/iihout  their  Leave  ror 
haunt  ;ile  loii^es  taverns  or  [day  houses  but  in  all  Illinois  behave  litr- 
self  as  a  failiifull  apprentice  ou:;ht  to  Do  towards  her  said  master  and 
mistress  Diircing  said  term  of  ten  years  Eleven  months  and  twenty 
seven  days  (until  she  comes  to  the  age  of  Ei^^Iitcetj  years)  and  the  said 
Jonathan  Green  for  himself  and  his  wife  doth  iiercby  Covenant  end 
promise  to  leach  and  Instruct  or  cause  to  be  taught  and  instructed  in 
thc^art  or  traid  of  Spinning  nettijigand  Sowing(couimon  work)  by  pro- 
per ways  or  means  (il'the  said  a[)preniice  be  cap;'.bli>.  to  Lcarnj  finding 
unto  said  apprentice  (iood  and  SulTicient  meat  Drink  waslung  and 
Lodging  both  iti  Sickness  and  iielth  Dureing  sr.id  term,  and  at  the  Ex- 
piration thereof  to  Give  unto  the  said  apprentice  two  Suits  ofapparrel 
both  v.'ooli)ig  and  Linning  lilting  for  all  parts  of  her  Body  one  oi'Said 
Suits  fitting  and  proper  for  Lords  Days  and  the  other  of  Said  Suits  lil- 
ting and  Suteable  fur  common  and  working  Days  Suteable  for  sncl;  an 
apprentice  and  also  within  Said  term  teacli  her  the  said  aj)prentico  to 
Read  In  Tcs-timony  whereof  the  parties  to  these  presents  have  hereunto 
Interchangeably  Set  their  h::ii<!s  and  Seals  the  Sixth  Dav  of  may  in 
the  Sixteenth  year  of  his  m:ije>tie's  iveign,  annoque  Domini  one  thous- 
and Seven  liundrc  d  and  Se\  eiitv  ^ix. 

Signed  Sealed  and  Delivered  >'  SAMUEL  SPRAGUE 

in  presence  of  us  )  TIMOTHY  TAVLEll  . 

David  Gki.km  TIMOTHY  \Y1IIGIIT,  Junr. 

Jonathan  Green  Jun'r  PJ/f Jv  HAY  Jun'r 

Middlesex  :  ss  :  .May  G:  ITTG. — "\Ye  the  subs  rilx  rs,  two  of  the  Jus- 
tices of  tJie  Peace,  Do  alosv  of  and  consent  to  the  binding  out  of  tiie 
said  Abigaill  Conery  to  the  said  Jonathan  Green. 

[Signed]         David  GnLi-V,  Tuad's  Ma^on,  Justices  of  Peace. 

Willi  many  of  tlio  transaction.s  of  our  o-rand fathers  and 
great  gvandfatJiers  v/e  are  much  arr.uscd.  On  one  occasi£)n 
ihey  volcd  at  a  town  mretino-  that  it  wa?  not  expedient  to  make 
use  of  a  has'S  viol  durinc--  singing  on  the  t^ah!  aih.  Tiic  rea- 
son for  such  an  act  was,  that  the  bass  viol  \vas  a  >pccies  of  fid- 
dle, ntid  as  the  iuldle  or  violin  was  made  use  of  at  balls  and 
parties  it  was  tlierefore  argued  to  be  wrong  to  use  the  bass 
viol  (>ri  l!ie  Sabbath. 

I  procood  now  to  give  an  account  of  llie  various  buildings 
whicli  liave  been  put  up  at  diilerent  linit'S,  or  rather  to  state 
wlicn  they  were  put  up.    This  statement  includes  ail  the 
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building;s  in  town  with  the  exception  of  those  before  mention- 
ed. The  earliest  date  of  the  erection  of  a  dwelling  house  is 
that  of  the  house  ocupied  by  Dca.  D.ivid  and  Zachcus  Gerry, 
which  it  is  supposed  was  built  in  the  year  170S,  as  a  brick 
having  this  date  upon  it  was  taken  from  a  jamb  of  one  of  the 
fireplaces  about  40  years  since.  In  1747  tfie  house  owned 
and  occupied  by  llev.  John  H.  Stevens,  was  built  for  the  use 
of  Rev.  i\lr.  Carnes,  second  minister  in  this  town.  In  the 
year  1756,  the  house  of  Cant.  John  H.  Wright,  and  the  old 
house  torn  down  by  Allen  Rowe,  (a  few  years  since)  were 
both  built.  Both  are  said  to  have  been  raised  in  one  day.  A 
large  concourse  of  people  were  present  to  witness  ihe  raising 
of  the  buildings.  In  17S1  one  house  was  built;  in  1792,  1 ; 
in  1795,  1;  in  3799,  1;  in  1S02,  1  ;  in  1S04, 1 ;  in  3S06,  2; 
in  1807,2;  in  1S09,  2 ;  in  1S12,  4;  in  1S13,  1;  in  1S16,  4; 
in  1S17,  Mr.  Robert  Barnes  built  the  house  now  occupied  by- 
Richard  Barnes.  His  work  at  the  commencement,  was  near- 
ly as  laborious  as  that  of  the  first  settlers;  having  to  perform 
the  hard  labor  of  culling  and  removing  trees  slumps,  ^cc. 
He  lived  but  a  few  years  toenjov  the  fruit  of  his  labors.  In  1S19 
3  houses  were  built.  In  1S2U,  1;  in  1521,  3;  in  1S22,  2; 
in  1S23,  2;  in  1S25,  1  ;  in  1S2G,  1  ;  in  1S27,  1  ;  in  1S2S,  2; 
in  1S29,  3;  in  1S30,  3;  in  1S31.  4;  in  1S32,  2 ;  in  H33,  2; 
in  1831.  4  ;  in  1^35,  2;  in  IS3G,  10;  in  1S37,  o;  in  1S3S,5; 
in  1839,  3 ;  in  IS-JO,  7  ;  in  1S41,  8;  in  1S12,  5;  in  1S13,  up 
to  August  1st  but  1. 

The  number  of  dwelling  houses  that  have  been  built  in  tou'n 
since  its  settlement  is  about  !200.  At  present  the  number  is 
160.  If  I  include  several  shops  which  have  been  fitted  up  for 
dwelling  houses,  it  makes  the  number  about  170. 

Previous  to  the  building  of  the  Aiuloverand  Medford  turn- 
pike for  about  GO  years,  iVom  GO  to  70  buildings  were  all  that 
stood  in  town,  and  the  populatioM  varied' little  if  any  during 
that  period  of  tirnc. 

There  Irave  h^.-cn  11  school  liouses  built  at  (iiffrrent  tifucs. 
The  town  hnuve  was  built  in  lUJG,  and  moved  to  wliere  it  now 
stands  in  10  33. 

The  first  meeting  house,  it  will  be  remembered,  was  built 
in  IH^G.  1  find  no  reord  of  any  declicatio;)  services  though 
no  doubt  there  w^'e  ajfjironriale  services  v/hcn  ihov  nr>i  as- 
sembled in  it  for  pul.'lic  worship.    The  mceiiijg  hou.se  which 
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was  destroyed  by  lire  on  Sunday  .Tun.  5th,  1840  vv'as  raised 
on  Y/ednesday  and  Thursday  the  -9th  and  30lh  days  of  June 
1803.  It  was  completed  and  dedicated  on  the  14ih  day  of 
December  following.  The  exercises  on  the  occasion  were  as 
follows.  The  Kev.  Mr.  Reynolds  of  V/ihninglon  made  the 
first  prayer.  The  Kev.  ]\Ir.  Sanborn,  of  Keading  made  the 
dedicatory  prayer ;  ihe  Rev.  ^h.  Stevens,  Pastor  preached 
the  Sermon,  from  Haggai  2d  chap.  7tli  verse.  "Iwlll  till 
this  house  with  glory."  The  Sabbath  previous  to  this,  Mr. 
Stevens  preached  a  farewell  Sermon  to  the  old  meeiing  house, 
and  the  day  afier  the  dedication  of  the  new  house,  the  people 
assembled  together  and  took  it  down  ;  it  having  been  tlie  place 
for  the  public  worship  of  God  for  11  years.  In  13-10  two 
■Ficat  and  commodious  meetinghouses  were  erected;  viz:  one 
Congregational  and  one  Universalist ;  both  being  completed 
and  dedicated  the  same  year. 

The  Universalist  meeting  house  v.-as  dedicated  August  20th- 
Tiio  order  of  exercises  was  as  follows: — Reading  select 
Scriptures  by  Rev.  J.  G.  Adams,  of  Maiden;  Introductory 
Prayer,  by  Rev.  J.  C.  Waldo,  of  VVoburn;  Dedicatory  Prayer 
Ijy  Rev.  Hosea  Ballon,  2d,  of  ^Medford;  Sermon  "by  Abel 
C.  Thomas,  of  Lowell ;  Address  to  the  Society,  by  Rev. 
Thomas  Vv^hittomore,  of  Cainbridgeport.  The  church  connect- 
ed with  the  Universalist  Society,  at  present  consists  of  ol 
members.  Present  acting  Pastor  Rev.  Woodbury  Fer- 
p.ald.  The  Congregational  meeting  house  was  dedicated 
Oct.  22d.  A  Sermon  was  preached  on  the  occasion  by  Rev. 
Edward  Cleaveland,  acting  Pastor;  Dedicatory  pmyer  by 
Rev.  i\Ir.  Emerson,  of  South  Reading. 

The  Rev  James  Osgood  was  the  lirst  Pastor  of  the  church 
and  Society  in  this  town.  He  was  ordained  Sept.  10th, 
1729.  The  following  ministers  assisted  in  his  Ordination  viz. 
Rev.  Riclvard  llrown,  of  the  1st  Church,  Reading;  Rev. 
Sam'l  Fiskc,  of  the  1st  Church,  Sah.nn;  Rev.  Hall  Abbot,  of 
Charlestown  ;  Rev.  Renj.  Prescolt,  of  the  od  Church,  Salem; 
R';v.  Joseph  Emerson,  of  ]\laklon;  Rev.  Daniel  Putnam,  of 
ih"  2d  Church,  Readiiur.  Tiie  Ciiuroli  was  organized  a  short 
time  previous  to  Mr.  O-gooil's  Oi.iinntion  ;  and  consisted  of 
l-">  m^Miihors,  viz:  Ejihraim  Luvrni  o.',  Abraham  Gould,  .lacob 
Howe,  I'Mward  l^ucknam,  Joseph  ]jry;int,  Jonathan  Gritlln, 
Da\  id  (lo'ild,  Daniel  fi'ould,  Jr.,  S  inniol  Sprague,  Ebenezer 
Knighl,  El).nK?zer  Parker,  Tho's  Cutler,  and  David  Gould. 
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Mr.  Osgood  died  suddenly,  Marcli  2d,  1745.  His  wife  af- 
terwards married  Capt.  Ralph  Han,  of  Boston  ;  but  died  in 
this  town,  August  II,  1801 ;  being  83  years  of  age.  She  is 
said  to  have  been  a  very  amiable  and  excellent  person. 

The  second  minister  was  Kev.  ]Mr.  John  Carnes,  of  Boston, 
who  was  settled  Dec.  Hth,  1747.  The  order  of  exercises  was 
as  follows:  Rev.  ^Mr.  Elliot,  of  Boston,  made  the  Introduc- 
tory Prayer  ;  Rev.  }Jf.  Prentice,  of  Charlestown,  preached  the 
Sermon;  Rev.  ISlr.  Emerson,  of  Maiden,  gave  the  Charge; 
and  Rev.  Mr.  Hobby,  of  Reading,  gave  the  Right  Hand  of 
Fellowship= 

It  was  customary  in  those  days  for  the  minister  to  read  the 
psalm  to  be  sung,  as  is  the  practice  at  the  present  time.  Af- 
ter reading  the  psalm  it  devolved  on  one  of  the  deacons  of  the 
church  to  deal  it  out  to  the  singers,  a  line  or  two  at  a  time. 
On  one  occasion,  after  the  psalm  had  been  read,  the  good  dea- 
con took  the  book  and  commenced  dealing  out  the  hymn ;  it 
read  as  follows  : — 

"  Spikenard,  saliron,  calamus,  nnd  cinnamon  also, 
All  incensed  trees  with  aloes, 
And  all  chief  spices  grow,  Aic. 

The  deacon  found  himself  very  soon  ciitangled  among  so  ma- 
ny spices  and  the  minister  arose  to  help  liim  along,  through 
the  first  line.  The  deacon  again  arose,  but  again  the  minis- 
ter was  under  the  necessity  of  rising  to  iiclp  him  along.  When 
the  deacon  made  the  third  trial  he  could  not  get  througli  with 
tlie  line.  The  minister  then  arose  and  ^aid  to  him,  "  Deacon, 
you  can't  read."  It  should  liowover  be  borne  in  mind,  that 
people  at  that  time  could  not  generally  read  so  well  as  at  tlie 
present  time.    The  ndvantages  for  education  were  then  small. 

Mr.  Carnes  was  dismissed  July  1707. 

The  Rev.  John  Searl,  was  installed  Jan.  17th,  1753.  The 
order  of  exercises  was  as  follows  :  Introductory  Prayer,  by 
Rev.  j\Ir.  Parson  -,  of  Newburypori:  Sermon  by  Rev.  I\Ir. 
Emerson,  of  Maiden  ;  Char^^e  by  Rev.  Mr.  Cook,  of  Cam- 
bridge ;  Right  Hand  of  Fel!ow>hip  by  Rev.  iMr.  iiobie,  of 
Lynn;  Concluding  Prayer  by  L'ev.  Mr.  Sherman,  of  Wo- 
burn. 

Mr.  Searl  wps  .liMai-;^!  April  ':.Irh,  177C. 
Rev.  John  C'cavcUiid  wa/vru'od  Oct.  19ih,  1785.  The 
order  of  exercises  was  as  follows:   Introductory  Prayer  by 
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Rev.  Mr.  Bradford,  of  Powley  ;  Sermon  by  Rev.  Mr.  Cleavc- 
land,  (fcither  of  tlie  pastor  elect;)  Charge  hy  Rev.  Mr.  Hop- 
kins, of  Salem  ;  Riirht  Hand  of  Feilow^liip  by  Rev.  Mr. 
Bresh,  of  Topsfield.  ^ 

Mr.  Cleaveland  waj  dismissed  Oct.  231,  1794. 

Rev.  John  H.  Stevens  was  settled  Nov.  llih,  1795.  The 
order  of  exercises  was  as  follows  :  Introductory  Prayer  by 
Rev.  Mr.  Spalding,  of  Salem  ;  Sermon  by  Rev.  Mr.  Bradford, 
of  Rowley  ;  Consccraiin[(  Prayer  by  Rev.  'Mr.  Litchfield,  of 
Carlisle  ;  Charge  by  Kev.  ]\lr.  Prentice,  of  South  Reading  ; 
Concluding  Prayer  by  Rev.  Mr.  Aiken,  ofDracut. 

Mr.  Stevens  was  dismissed  Nov.  11th,  1S27  ;  having  been 
minister  in  this  town  for  3-^2  years. 

Rev.  Joseph  Soarle,  was  settled  jMny  ht,  1828.  The  or- 
der of  exercises  was  as  follows  :  Introductory  Prayer  by  Rev. 
Brown  Emerson,  of  Salem  ;  Sermon  bv  Rev.  Dr.  Fay,  of 
Charlestown  ;  Installinc^  Prayer  by  Rev.  Reu))en  Emerson,  of 
South  Reading;  Charge  by  Rev.  Dr.  Beecher,  of  Boston; 
Address  to  the  Church  and  People  by  Rev.  Samuel  Green,  of 
Boston;  Right  Hand  of  Fellowship  by  Rev.  Mr.  Bonnet,  of 
Woburn  ;  Concluding:  Prayer  by  Rev.  ]\lr.  Warner,  of  Med- 
ford. 

Mr.  Searle  was  dismissed  Jan.  2d,  1832. 

Rev.  Jonns  Colburn,  was  settled  Aug.  1st,.  1832.  The  or- 
der of  exercises  was  as  foliows  :  Introductory  Prayer  by  Rev. 
Mr.  Warner,  of  ^lledfoi  d  ;  Sermon  by  Rev.  Mr.  Emerson,  of 
South  Reading;  Charge  by  Rev.  a\Ir.  Stevens,  of  llaverhill, 
(formerly  pastor  of  the  Church  ;)  Installing  Prayer  by  Rev, 
Mr.  Reynolds,  of  Wilminjrton  :  Riidu  Hand  of  Fellowship  by 
Rev.  ]\lr  Bennei,  of  Woburn  ;  Concluding  Prayer  by  Rev. 
Mr.  Reid,  of  Reading-. 

Mr.  Colburn  was  dismissed  Feb.  27ih,  1837. 

The  present  pastor,  (Rev.  John  Haven,)  was  installed  Feb. 
24th,  1841.  The  order  of  exercises  was  as  follows  :  Intro- 
ductory Prayer  by  Rev.  H.  S.  Gree.i,  of  Lynniield  ;  Sermon 
by  Rev.  H.  Vv'inslow,  of  Boston;  ln.^ta!!i:ij  Prayer  by  Rev. 
jNIr.  Emerson,  of  South  Reading";  CharL',?  by  Rev.  B.  Smith, 
of  Rye,  N.  H. ;  Ri-ht  Hand  of  Fellowship  by  Rev.  I\Ir.  Ben- 
n-M,  of  Vv^oburn  ;  Cov,clu  Jui'T  Prayer  l.y  Rev.  ]\Ir.  Baker,  of 
Mcdford. 

The  Church  at  pre^^cnt  coii^-ists  of  120  members.  ^ 
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The  first  inarriasfe  attended  by  Rev.  }Jr.  Oseood,  was  that 
of  John  Tidd,  of  VVobuni,  to  Abigail  Gould,  of  Sloneham. 
This  was  Nov.  26th,  1729. 

In  the  year  J737,  Jan.  1 1  th,  I  find  the  foHowing-  marria,f]fes  : 
Sambo,  of  Sioneham,  married  to  IMercar,  of  ]\la]dcn.  The 
same  year,  Nov.  28lh,  ]\iungo,  married  to  ?JolI,  negro  servants 
of  Peter  Hay,  Jr. 

In  1743,  (one  hundred  years  ago,')  I  hnd  the  following: — 
Obadiah  How,  negro  servant  of  ]\Ir.  Souther,  niarried  to  Pris- 
cilia  Porap.  both  of  Stoneham. 

According  to  the  record  kept  by  IMr.  Osgood,  he  attended 
44  marriage  ceremonies  daring  his  ministry. 

I  find  no  record  kept  by  ciiher  of  the  three  succeeding  min- 
isters, Carnes,  Searl,  or  Cloaveland. 

Accordinnf  to  the  record  kept  by  Pev.  .Mr.  Stevens,  I  fmd 
that  during  his  ministry  he  solemnized  175  marriages.  Mr. 
Stevens  also  recorded  448  births. 

With  regard  to  the  deaths,  no  definite  st.Uement  can  be 
made.  Up  to  tlie  time  of  Mr.  vSievens's  settlement,  no  regu- 
lar record  was  kept.  In  passing  through  the  burying  ground, 
I  find  something  like  90  grave  stones  erected  previous  to  that 
time  ;  or  the  deaths  occurred  previously.  Put  as  it  was  for- 
merly diflicult  and  expensive  to  obtain  grave  stones,  the  prob- 
ability is  that  very  few  had  stones  erected. 

The  follov.ing  is  a  record  of  the  deaths,  as  kept  by  Rev. 
Mr.  Stevens:  In  1795  there  were  5  deaths;  in  1796,  4;  in 
1797,9;  in  1798,5;  in  1799,9;  in  100a  10;  in  1801,8: 
in  1802,  6;  in  1803,  11;  in  1804,  G;  in  1805,  14; 
in  180G,  4;  in  1807,  8;  inl808,5;  in  1809, 5:  inl8l0, 
8;  in  1811,10;  in  1812,  3;  in  1813,  11;  in  1814,6;  in 
1815,  8;  in  1816,  8;  in  1817,  IG  ;  in  1818,  4;  in 
1819,6;  in  18  20,5;  in  18 J  1,4;  in  1822,  5;  in  1823.8; 
in  1824,  1  1  ;  in  1825,  14;  in  1826,  12;  in  1827,9.  There- 
mainin;:]:  account  I  take  from  the  record  of  the  Sexton  :  In 
1828,16:  in  1829,5;  in  1830,5;  in  1831,  16;  in  1832, 
14;  in  1833,  IG;  in  1834,  IG;  in  1835,  7;  in  1836,20;  in 
1837,  13;  in  1838,  7;  inl83J,  19;  in  18-10,9;  in  1841,  14; 
in  1842.  10;  in  1843,  up  to  Au-ust  1st,  32. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  183<>  was  tlie  most  mortal  of  any 
year,  20  being  removed  by  death. 

I  ought  to  have  st.rU'.'d  rr'n-ionsl v,  tliat  in  the  year  1313,  two 
Indians,  of  the  Penobscot  iriue,  came  into  town  and  took  up 
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their  abode  a  few  rods  south  from  Mr.  Kurd's  old  factory. 
They  employed  themselves  in  makin^^  baskets.  It  seems  that 
like  most  people  of  that  time,  they  were  in  the  habit  of  drink- 
ing intoxicating  liquors.  It  was  stated  that  they  insulted  the 
workmen  connected  with  Odicrne's  nail  factory,  in  I\Ialden. 
On  a  certain  ni^dil  some  individuals  approached  their  hut  and 
discharged  several  guns  loaded  with  bullets,  nails,  tVc.  The 
Indians  were  both  wounded.  The  man  died,  and  was  inter- 
ed  in  the  burying  )  ard  in  this  town.  It  was  supposed  by  ma- 
ny that  his  body  was  taken  for  the  purpose  of  dissection. — 
This  was  proved  to  be  the  fact,  several  years  after,  wlien  the 
grave  was  opened.  The  coffin  remained,  but  the  body  was 
gone.  Anothar  body  was  intered  in  the  same  grave,  which 
was  also  tnken  awny. 

It  appears  from  the  record  kept  of  tlie  deaths,  that  between 
500  and  GOO  have,  in  the  space  of  a  few  years,  gone  down  to 
the  grave.  The  probability  is,  that  a  number  nearly  cr  quite 
equal  to  the  present  population  of  the  town,  now  lie  in  the  bu- 
rying ground.  The  earliest  date  upon  any  crave  stone  is  that 
of  Lieut.  Timothy  Wright,  who  died  in  17i28. 

The  Scolleys,  the  Southers,  the  Bucks,  together  with  the 
slaves  formerly  kept  in  town,  Kingstonc,  Cato,  Simon,  Oba- 
diah,  and  many  others,  have  no  grave  stones  to  show  us  where 
they  lie.  I  am  told  however  that  the  negro  servants  were  bu- 
ried on  the  east  side  of  the  yard.  But,  as  their  bodies  have 
returned  to  their  native  dust,  and  as  the  coilms  have  decayed, 
the  sods  which  covered  their  graves  have  settled  down  to  their 
former  level. 

Thus  I  have  attempted  to  give  a  brief  history  of  this  town, 
though  I  am  aware  it  is  a  very  imperfect  account,  compared 
with  what  it  might  have  been,  had  it  been  attended  to  several 
years  since. 

The  following  description  may  at  present  be  given  of  this 
town : 

This  is  a  small  town,  rocky  aiid  uneven.  It  has  some  good 
soil,  and  a  considerable  quantity  of  wood  land.  It  was  incor- 
porated in  17:25.  The  population  in  lo37,  was  93:2;  present 
population  about  lOoO.  During  the  year  ending  April  1st, 
18.'J7;f there  were  nuide  in  this  town  .^COJOO  pairs  of  shoes, 
valued  at  8184,717  ;  em])loyinc^ more  than  half  its  inhabitants. 
Spot  Pond,  a  beautiful  sheet  of  soft  and  pure  water,  lies  in  this 
town,  8  miles  north  from  Boston.    It  covers  an  area  of  283 
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acres,  and  is  143  feet  above  high  water-  mark,  at  Boston. 
There  is  also  said  to  be  a  fall  of  100  feet  in  the  distance  of 
about  100  rods  from  the  pond.  For  many  years,  many  of  the 
inhabitant:.,  of  the  city  of  Boston  have  been  anxious  to  take 
the  water  from  tliis  pond  to  the  city,  by  means  of  aqueducts. 
They  are  about  commencing  operations  to  that  elfect. 

In  looking-  back  to  our  ancestors  and  their  descendants,  we 
find  that  four  fienerations  liave  follov.-ed  the  first  settlers  of  this 
town,  in  rapid  succession,  to  the  house  appointed  for  all  the 
livino^.  But,  while  the  wheels  of  time  are  rolling  on,  and  car- 
rying generation  after  generation  to  the  grave,  the  immortal 
part  of  man  is  in  its  infancy.  The  soul  is  destined  to  survive 
the  \.reck  of  nature  and  the  crush  of  worlds. 

Behold  hnw  soon  the  year  is  past  and  gone  ! 
For  time  like  streams  is  ever  rolling  on  ; 
The  rose  is  fragrant,  but  it  fades  in  time, 
The  violet  sweet,  but  quickly  past  the  prime  ; 
While  lillicj  l^  ui^  their  heads  and  soon  dacay, 
And  whiter  snow?  in  minutes  rnelt  nway. 

Such  and  so  Avithering  ii^  our  blooming  youth. 
To  things  immortal  time  can  do  no  wronr^, 
And  that  which  never  is  to  die  forever  Uiust  be  young. 

On  Friday  evening,  Nov,  25th,  1819,  one  of  the  most  bru' 
tal  murders,  any  where  on  record,  was  committed  in  this  town. 
I  refer  to  the  murder  of  Jacob  Gould.  The  following:  account 
I  copy  principally  from  the  Farmers'  ?.IoRthly  Visitor  of 
March,  1843,  prin'ted  at  Concord,  N.  R. 

THE  STONEnA:\l  MURDER. 

Among  the  early  settlers  of  Stoneham,  .Ms.  there  were 
some  by  the  name  of  Gould.  The  name  has  now  become 
quite  common  in  that  town,  and  in  the  adjoining  town  of 
South  Reading.  There  were  two  families  of  that  name  set- 
tled near  to  Spot  pond,  on  the  old  road  leading  to  Maiden  and 
Medford.  One  of  the  families,  at  the  time  in  which  the  mur- 
der took  place,  consiste(l  of  two  brothers,  who  were  bachelors, 
a  sister,  who  was  a  maidou  lady,  and  a  widow  Winship,  Ijired 
help.  The  names  of  the  brothers  were  Jacob  and  David  ;  and 
the  sister's  name  was  Folly.  Jacob  was  the  oldest,  and  own- 
ed the  real  estate;  but  the  property  of  David  and  Polly  v.'rts 
chiefly  in  money.  Soineiiines  they  would  lot  money,  where 
there  was  good  seciirity.  but  generally  proferrod  to  keep  it  in. 
specie.    It  was  generally  inulerstood  among  the  people  that 
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there  was  considerable  specie  In  that  house,  and  many  a  thief, 
no  doubt,  had  longed  to  ^et  hold  of  it.  At  length  the  time 
came  for  the  hoarded  gold  and  silver  to  get  into  circulation. 

A  man  by  the  name  of  Dalton,  who  had  formerly  resided  in 
Stoneham,  was  an  innvate  of  the  Stale  prison  at  Charie.stown, 
Mass.  when  the  murder  took  place.  It  was  ascertained  after- 
wards, that  this  Dalton  informed  some  convicts,  who  were 
about  graduating,  of  this  store  of  money,  and  instructed  thcni 
how  to  get  it.  (At  that  time  there  were  opportunities  for  the 
convicts  to  converse  with  each  other.)  The  name  of  one  of 
these  was  Daniels,  who  had  formerly  been  a  shoe-dealer  in 
Boston.  A  few  days  before  this  murder,  Daniels  passed 
through  that  part  of  the  town  in  which,  the  Goulds  lived,  on  a 
lour  of  discovery.  He  made  inquiries  of  tv^'O  boys,  whom  he 
met  separately,  relative  to  the  condition  of  the  family  ; 

whether  they  had  nioney  ;  had  they  guns,  ordogs,  or  were 
they  pretty  courageous?"  The  boys^'  answers  probably  satis- 
fied him  that  there  could  be  little  diilicuhy  in  the  way  of  niak- 
ing  an  effort  to  get  hold  of  the  money. 

The  widow  who  lived  with  this  fan^ily  was  knowinglo  their 
having  a  ccn^:idcrablc  sum  of  money,  as  she  iiad  heard  them 
talk  about  it,  and  by  some  v;as  supposed  to  have  been  acces- 
sary to  tlie  robbery. 

On  the  25th  of  November,  J  819,  Jacob  went  up  to  town  to 
get  some  rum,  as  he  was  intending  to  kill  his  hogs  the  next 
day.  Poor  man  !  he  liltle  thought  of  being  butchered  himself. 
He  had  come  home,  and  between  eiaht  and  nine  o'clock,  while 
he  sat  drinlv'ing  some  slinir.  in  rushed  three  rufiians  with  their 
facf^s  blacked,  and  v;iili  dirks  in  hand,  and  demanded  his  money. 
Jacob  attempted  to  defend  himself  with  his  chair,  but  they 
overpowered  him.  He  kll,  being  stahbed  in  several  places  ; 
and  one  "of  tlie  wounds,  which  reached  the  region  of  the  heart, 
proved  mortal.  D.ivid,  through  fright,  passed  by  an  axe 
which  stood  hear  liiin,  and  which  h'ld  been  newly  ground, 
and  while  in  the  act  of  taking  np  a  billet  of  wood,  felt  the 
prick  of  a  dagger.  On  turning  round  he  received  two  wounds  ; 
one  in  his  side,  or  alidonien,  and  one  agninst  his  heart,  but 
wliick  was  prevented  from  reaching  it  hy  the  dirk's  riassing 
through  the  thick  part  of  his  left  arm  lir^t.  As  no  fur'Jier  re- 
.'^^i.stunce  was  made,  ike  roidjcrs  pro  ■ceded  to  bind  the  hands 
of  David  and  Polly,  w!:i!:!i  tiiey  tietl  so  tight  as  to  cau-  e  the 
cords  to  cut  into  the  llesh.    The  fourth  man  stood  at  the  door 
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to  keep  watch,  and  to  prevent  escape,  and  was  supposed  by 
some  to  have  been  a  man  who  formerly  resided  in  town,  by 
the  name  of  Clefion.  After  their  liands  were  secured,  they 
were  taken  up  stairs  one  at  a  time  to  hand  over  their  money. 
Jacob  v,'as  carried  up  first.  It  seems  be  at  that  time  had  but 
one  S-3  bill.  This  he  had  reserved  for  Benjamin  Lynde,  of 
Maiden,  who  a  short  time  previous  had  his  house  destroyed 
by  fire. 

After  Jacob  was  taken  .down  stairs,  David  was  led  up,  he 
had  about  S^OO.  Afterwards  Polly  was  compelled  to  go  and 
get  her  money.  She  had  >:G0O,  in  six  deerskin  bags  of  $100 
each,  deposited  in  Jacob's  chest. 

In  going  up  tiie  stairs,  the  light  went  out  in  the  dark  lan- 
tern which  they  had  with  them,  and  in  the  scufiic  to  secure 
their  prisoner,  Polly's  hands  were  badly  cut  with  a  knife,  as 
well  as  one  of  the  fingers  of  a  robber.  This  robber  was  evi- 
dently Daniels,  who  was  afterv/ards  detected,  partly  by  means 
of  this  wound.  After  they  liad  secured  the  money,  they  threw 
the  poor  creatures  down  cellar,  and  set  a  table  against  the 
door.  The  widow  walked  down  among  the  rest.  They  then 
drank  upon  the  rum,  divided  the  money,  and  finally  left,  tell- 
ing them  that  tliey  were  going  to  a  near  neighbor's  (David 
Gould's)  to  serve  tiiem  the  same;  also  stating  that  tliey  should 
leave  one  to  guard  them  for  the  space  of  two  hours,  when  they 
could  come  up  if  they  saw  fit  after  that  time.  At  their  re- 
quest, they  til  re  w  down  a  feather  bed  for  them  to  lie  upon. 

But  Jacob's  dying  groans  aroused  the  feelings  of  David, 
and  at  about  eleven  o'clock  he  ventured  to  go  up,  v^ent  to  a 
neighbor's  an.i  gave  the  alarm.  Three  men  started  out  im- 
mediately wiih  their  guns,  and  went  to  tlie  house  with  him. 
Tlio  robbers  had  probably  been  gone  two  hours. 

By  daylight  ilie  whole  town  Vv-as  aroused,  and  many  were 
in  pursuit.    Jacob  died  about  S  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

Though  tlie  m^st  diliL'"ent  sear."!!  was  made  nothing  of  the 
robbers  caull  be  found.  A  reu'ard  of  iive  hundred  dollars  was 
ofiered  by  David  Gould  for  the  detection  of  trie  robbers,  and 
the  Governor  of  tlie  State  added  five  hundred  more.  This 
slarted  r-ut  m  mv  i.i  pur-nit,  1:  w^s  not  loua;  I'ofore  Daniels 
(th;;  jiian  spolvi.'ii  of  h-l"';o!  v.M--  I  up  in  Newport,  Rhode 
I-land.  Thert;  were  many  sa>p;ciou5  thiniis  about  him,  all 
the  particulats  of  which  arc  nut  now  recollected.  He  had  a 
cut  on  one  of  his  fingers,  which  looked  as  though  it  were  done 
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with  a  knife,  but  which  he  declared  wms  caused  by  a  sea-shell, 
while  lic  was  skipping  it  upon  the  water.  There  was  blood 
in  his  pocket-book,  and  on  sonae  money,  which  he  said  came 
there  by  his  putting  in  his  finger  after  a  rag  to  wrap  around 
it.  He  iiad  ulso  some  gold  [)ieces,  resembling  those  w-hich 
had  been  described  by  the  Goulds,  but  which  he  said  he  had 
taken  in  l-^osion,  or  somewhere  else,  The  suspicions  were  so 
strong  against  him,  tfiat  he  was  brought  on  to  the  jail  at 
LeduDore  Poinlin  Canii'i  i J-:;c.  inid  committed  for  trial.  The 
two  boys  with  whom  the  conversation  had  been  held  previous 
to  the  murder,  were  carried  to  the  court-house  and  were  re- 
quired to  go  into  a  crowd  of  men,  among  whom  was  Daniels, 
and  see  if  they  could  find  the  man  who  had  conversed  with 
ihenj.  One  went  ia  and  immediately  ].ointed  out  Daniels  as 
the  man.  D.  did  not  seem  to  be  moved  by  this  boy's  story. 
The  boy  was  then  tak'cn  to  another  room,  and  the  other  boy 
brought  in.  ]-Ic  quickly  walked  uj)  to  Daniels  and  declared 
him  10  be  the  man,  at  the  same  Limi.  telling  him  what  lie  said 
to  him  at  the  time  mentioned.  Daniels  then  turned  pale,  and 
began  to  sweat  piofusely.  He  did  not  have  his  trial  in  full  at 
that  time,  and  \vos  again  committed.  Just  before  his  trial  was 
to  take  j.ilace  he  liung  himself  in  Iiis  cell,  thereby  confirming 
his  guilt,  though  lie  made  no  confession. 

About  this  time  a  man  by  the  name  of  Phillips  was  taken  up 
on  suspicion  of  being  concerned  in  this  murder.  He  was  at 
a  gambling  house  in  West  lioslon,  and  had  money  in  his  pos- 
session which  answered  to  the  description  given  of  that  lost 
in  the  robbery.  Upon  his  exammaiion,  though  David  and 
Polly  felt  positive  that  the  nmney  was  theirs,  yet  tlicv  did  not 
dare  to  swear  to  ii,  and  so  he  escn;»cd.  He  lefttiie  Slate  pris- 
on about  the  lime  that  Daniels  did,  and  was  no  doubt  an  ac- 
complice with  him. 

Auer  this,  another  man  was  taken  up  at  Portland,  Me.  but 
probably  he  was  iiiuocent.    He  was  not  retained. 

It  is  now  twenty-throe  years  since  this  horrid  transaction 
took  place,  and  nothing  fanlier  has  been  ascertained  in  rela- 
tion to  the  robbers. 

The  fimily  are  i.ow  u\\  ik-nd.  David  died  .luly  Gih,  iCrVl  ; 
being  in  the  7  l.^i  )  e.ir  uf  h\ .  wj i'olly  died  Nov.  iJlst  ]  ilo'^,, 
being  in  the  TiUh  yt  ar  of  li^>r  nee;  and  the  widow  ^\'•!■;;hip 
died  but  a  few  ye.\rs  :'iice  at  tl'.e  alms-house  ia  r\Ie(![ord. 

Possibly  the  murderers  are  all  dead. 
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